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President’s Report
President: John Cugley
It has been a very thought-provoking 12 months for the
ASF and caving. Caving and cave diving have been in
the media thanks to the wonderful talents of Dr
Richard (Harry) Harris and Dr Craig Challen who were
joint winners of the Australian of the Year: a welldeserved award for the participants in the successful
Thai Cave Rescue. The ASF also recognised their
achievements with an Award of Distinction for
Technical Diving.
Others were also recognized for their speleological
purists:





Andy Spate – Order of Australia
Ken Boland – Edie Smith Award
Julia James – Fellow of the ASF
Ross Ellis – Award Of Distinction
Speleological Publication

for

Well done to all and thank you for your service to the
ASF and speleology!
st

The ASF awards were part of the 31 ASF Conference
the ‘Darkness Beneath: Caving Tasmania’ held at
Devonport in January. This was an excellent well-run
event with plenty of talks, robust discussion, wonderful
photos, and of course, caves!
Also, during the Conference, the ASF Council Meeting
was held where four positions for the ASF Executive
were up for election. Deb Hunter and Jim Crockett
retired from their Executive positions. Thank you to
both of you for your time and dedication to the ASF
and all the best for the next chapters in your
speleological pursuits. Graham Pilkington and Bob
Kershaw both were standing along with nominations
from Janine McKinnon, Garry Smith and Rod Smith. We
had to have an election and this has not happened for
a long time. Congratulations to Graham Pilkington, Bob
Kershaw, Janine McKinnon and Rod Smith on being
elected. Thank you to Garry for nominating. I
nominated for the President’s position and as there
was no other nominations, was elected unopposed.
This is to be my third and final term.
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The Executive meets 3 times each year and also
conducts a great deal of discussion by email. I would
like to thank the Executive for the commitment to the
ASF.
One of the tasks undertaken by the Executive has been
the implementation of the Strategic Plan, and to this
end we conducted a survey of members with good
feedback. This has highlighted work for future direction
with many challenges still to negotiate.
Communications with members, who are from many
varied demographics, is always a challenge. Along with
Caves Australia and eSpeleo, we now have an active
ASF Facebook page – thanks to our administrator Sil
Iannello.
Commissions are the backbone of the ASF. Most
Commissions have been active throughout the year
and we have had some changes to Commissioners in
2019. In Publications, Susan White stepped aside after
a long tenure and handed over to Alan Jackson. There
was also a change of the Archives and Library
Commissioner from Cathy Brown to Cathi HumphreyHood. Thanks to all our past and present
Commissioners for their time and dedication in
assisting the ASF members in their caving.
Commissions are a great way to be involved in the
future of caving in Australia in an area that you are
passionate about.
The ASF has funded various projects over the past 12
months. One of these is the Australian Cave Animal of
the Year program, something Germany has been doing
for the previous 10 years. Reports from Grants and
Karst Conservation Fund list the various projects
funded. Grant projects also publish results in Caves
Australia.
Things to look forward to over the next few years are
the next ASF Conference in SA in 2021 and The
International Year of Cave and Karst in 2021.
Please remember that we are all volunteers and want
members to be able access caves in a safe and ethical
way.
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Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer: Bob Kershaw
Many THANKS to Grace for the training period and
continued assistance in transitioning to a new
Treasurer. There is still a great deal to learn and digest.

The ASF received just over $5,000 in interest in the last
FY. This will decrease in future as interest rates fall to
record low levels.

Auditing

Items of note that have increased the income
compared to previous years.

After our initial concern regarding the last audit and
return to the 2018 Auditor, I undertook a review of the
ASF and KCF accounts and found them totally accurate.
I also found a couple of other errors in the compilation
of the 2018 Auditor’s report. So Grace and I returned
to the auditor again, and asked for a new report.
Nothing has been heard from that meeting with the
auditor in March 2019.
Subsequently, I searched Wollongong for an auditor
and the Executive appointed Simon Shepherd as the
new auditor for ASF accounts.
The current Audit report (Appendix 1) is based on
accrual accounting methods and rounds the cents up
or down. See my extra notes in Appendix 1, that need
to be read before examining the Audit.

•

•
•

•

Access Canberra: Incorporated Associations and ACNC
There have been some changes to the ACT
Incorporations Act 1991 and the ASF is now
categorised as a small association and is only required
by the Act to have a review of its accounts. The
difference is that a reviewer is not a Qualified
Accountant. When we register with ACNC we are not
obliged to even have a review undertaken according to
the Act and we will be defined as a small entity or
charity by ACNC. The new Auditor suggests that we
continue to have our finances audited. This would also
assist in obtaining donations from corporations such as
Telstra and the use of the ACNC “Charity Tick”.

Credits
ASF has received a credit of around $3,000 from
TADPAC due to their overcharging for printing and
postage of previous Caves Australia editions. It has
been entered in the computer. This will pay for 2-3
editions of Caves Australia printing and postage and
thus shows a reduction in the next FY Caves Australia
expenditure.
Expenditure
There were ‘exceptional’ costs this year:
•

Income
Membership numbers are down on last year, according
to how many members have been paid for, and thus
our membership income is reduced in the FY 2018/19.
This reduction in income is also due to the reduced $5
fee and the $5 refund for on-time payments from
clubs. CWSS has paid some fees but no membership
advice form was sent by the club so I cannot confirm
their membership numbers paid for in this FY.
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The KCF returned $10,764.92 to the ASF as per
the 2019 Council Resolution. This was
subsequently used to fund the equipment
purchases for the cave rescue - satellite phone,
defibrillator (AED) and two stretchers.
nd
Rimstone returned the 2 payment of $10,000
in June to ASF.
There was a Wee Jasper cave book purchase by
Jeff Kell at Wee Jasper caves of 100 books at
$10 per book increasing the publications income
by $1,000.
The ASF is now host to the NSW Speleo Council
funds within the ASF accounts, not in a separate
bank account, and the members of the
Executive of the ASF are the signatories to the
monies held in ‘trust’.

•

Published: 8 February 2020

The Executive approved the rental of a storage
unit for the archives and library in Wyong
(Gosford region) where the library is being held
on a long term, but temporary, basis. There was
also large expenditure on storage crates to hold
the deposits to stop further deterioration of the
books and periodicals. As well, there were
transport costs to relocate the library.
The Grants Commission had a long running
grant that the Executive was not aware of and
we added extra funds to the commission to fund
a couple of extra grants.
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•

•

•
•

•

•

•

•

The ACRC spent almost $9,900 on two
stretchers, a satellite phone and AED, and a case
for the AED from the profits of the 2017 UIS
Congress. These are shown as assets in the
balance sheet (Appendix 1).
The Caves Australia expenditure was over
$20,240 for five editions despite being
transitioned to an electronic edition. But as
mentioned we now had a $3,000 credit.
The auditor’s fee of $1,440 was generously low
compared to the going rate.
The Executive honorariums show $1,860. This is
due to payments being out of sync and being
paid in advance to bring them in line with the
ASF financial year. Future amounts of
honorariums will only be $900 per calendar and
ASF FY. I have a spreadsheet available if any
member wants to discuss the honorarium
payment schedule over the past few years.
Executive travel expenses have already been
reimbursed in the 18/19 FY for the upcoming
council meeting in the 19/20 FY to take
advantage of low airfares in the 18/19 FY.
We had to purchase a new computer for the
Treasurer as the old one went to computer
heaven. This is also included in the ASF assets.
There is a figure of $2,362 sundry expenses for
membership refunds for overpayments and the
on time refund during FY18/19. This has been
already deducted in the audit report from the
membership income.
The Executive approved the use of the Stephen
Blanden Legacy to be used for the MSS research
and book publishing on Abercrombie Caves.

This leaves a balance in the separate Commonwealth
Bank Helictite Account of $4,959.22 as at 31/8/2019.
Accounts
NOTE that the ASF Balances includes these monies that
we hold:
•
•
•
•

The ASF Karst Conservation Fund
Receipts
•

•

•
•
•
•
•

The Conference accounts were reviewed by me as the
ASF accounts were already with the Auditor. ASF was
the recipient of $221.30 from the remaining funds
which left a balance of $0.00 as the end of August.
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Nearly $195 was service fees to Paypal for
donations made through that method.
The $10,764.92 overpayment of UIS Congress
profits was returned to the ASF.
$7,700 in projects to Rimstone Cooperative
through the conduit policy of the KCF.
Over $5,000 was granted for the Cave Animal of
the Year project.
Over $12,000 has been granted to Matej Lipar
for his research project on the Nullarbor. Most
of this grant has been paid up-front on receipts
paid for the research that occurred in
October/November 2019 and included flights
from overseas, car hire, satellite phone and AED
hire. (Fuel expenses will appear in the 2019/20
FY accounts).

This income and expenditure has presented the KCF
with a deficit of $19,651.23 as at 31/8/201.
Bob Kershaw
ASF Treasurer and a Director of the KCF
Date: 30th November 2019

Helictite
There was expenditure of $467.07 for 2 annual
software licences to produce Helictite editions.

The KCF received $15,775 in donations, much of
which was for Rimstone Cooperative activities
and this is reflected in the amount approved to
Rimstone Cooperative via the KCF conduit
policy.
Interest from the various Term Deposits and
accounts was $1,511.34.

Expenses

Darkness Beneath Conference

Income for the conference:
$ 41,872.48
Expenditure for the conference: $ 41,651.18
Profit:
$ 221.30

$4,143.85 in the Stephen Blanden Legacy
$7,032.75 in the Lloyd Robinson Legacy
$432.55 for the NSW Speleo Council
$4,952.22 in the Helictite account

See Appendix 1 for Auditor’s Report & Financial
Statements

Published: 8 February 2020
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The ASF Karst Conservation Fund
Nicholas White
Introduction
During the year John Dunkley AM who was
instrumental in establishing the Fund died.
Along with ASF the KCF accounts have been moved to
the IMB Bank. This has necessitated establishing new
signatories to the accounts and arrangements for
payments which are now all by direct transfers to
nominated accounts. Dual signatures are still required.





Completed Projects




Health Survey of Bent-Wing Bats, PhD project of
Peter Holz, University of Melbourne. This
project studied both the southern bent-wing bat
(Miniopterus orianae bassanii) of Western
Victoria and south eastern South Australia as
well as the eastern bent-wing bat (M. orianae
oceanensis) of Eastern Victoria. This project has
been completed. Significantly, no evidence was
found of the White Nose Syndrome fungus
(Pseudogymnoascus destructans) or of the Bat
lyssavirus (rabies related) or other disease
agents which might have contributed to the
population declines of these bats in Victoria and
South Australia. A number of publications came
out of the project. These will be available on the
ASF website.
Save Cliefden Caves. The NSW State
Government has accepted reports from
WaterNSW which found against building a dam
at Cranky Rock on the Belubula River. This
means the Cliefden Caves are not subject to
inundation. OSS has closed the accounts for this
campaign.

Current Projects


Population Dynamics of the critically
endangered southern bent-wing bat, Emmi van
Harten, PhD, Latrobe University. The project
support was for inserting PIT capsules into the
bats to monitor their movements. It will take
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more time but has been very productive in
understanding bat movements between caves.
Matej Lipar and Mateja Ferk, Nullarbor’s
Mysterious North. This project continues and
there was a recent trip which established
temperature and humidity dataloggers in
several caves to monitor the climates in caves.
M-3 Shades of Death Cave property purchase by
Rimstone Cooperative Ltd. The Fund is
supporting the raising of money for this
purchase, allowing donors to get a tax
deductible receipt from the Fund.
Cave Animal of the Year. This project was
launched at the Devonport, ASF Conference in
December 2018 with the first nominated animal
being the Tasmanian Cave Spider (Hickmania
troglodytes). The launch had a bookmark, a
poster, and a ceramic cup. Information on this
project is at www.caveanimaloftheyear.org.au.
Cathie Plowman is the driver of this project and
the Fund is committed to support it for some
years to build up an awareness of the important
cave biota in Australia.

Future Projects
There are currently no formal projects under
consideration. Several projects have been mooted.
Several projects around the critically endangered
Southern bent-wing bat could be considered but no
formal application has been received.
Conclusions
The Fund information needs to reflect recent activities
as well as provide access to published material from
supported projects.
Both the bat projects noted above have provided
important information used in activities to inform the
Recovery Plan for the Southern Bent-wing bat and to
provide information useful in wind farm planning.
There should be some more active fundraising
initiatives.

Published: 8 February 2020
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Conservation Commissions
National
Nicholas White
Southern bent-wing bat, critically endangered
I participated in a Bat Health Focus Group of Wildlife
Health Australia. In relation to bats and caves the
concerns are whether bat lyssavirus (rabies virus) is
present in cave bats in Australia and whether there is
evidence that the White Nose Syndrome fungus
(Pseudogynoascus destructans) is present in Australia.
This virus and the fungus were not detected in the
critically endangered Southern bent-wing bat or the
Eastern bent-wing bat populations in South Australia
and Victoria. These studies formed part of a PhD
project by Peter Holz at the University of Melbourne
supported with funding from the ASF Karst
Conservation Fund. Other findings did not detect
evidence of other viruses in these bats which could
overflow to humans such as SARS or MERS.
The diminished population sizes of these bats from the
1960s estimates to now, is still unexplained and may
rest in the intensity of farming and perhaps a decline in
the flying insect food supply. The population declines
do not appear to be related to disease factors such as
virus, bacteria or parasite infections.
Wind Farm Developments and the EPBC Act
New wind farm proposals have the potential to affect
cave bat populations. The EPBC critically listed
Southern bent-wing bats could be affected by these
proposals. I have objected on behalf of ASF to the
Willatook Wind Farm proposal and to the proposed
Kentbruck Green Power Hub proposal which is in the
planning stage. These two projects both propose using
newer, bigger and taller turbine design proposals.
These turbines are 180 m in diameter and the lower
arc proximity to the ground is 45 to 60 m.
Now here comes the gap in our knowledge of the bat.
What feeding heights does it use (canopy height?) and
does it fly at greater heights when moving or migrating
between roosting caves?
The present evidence is that there are numerous wind
farms with smaller lower turbines close to the coast
and the caves used by the bats in Victoria, and there
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does not appear to have been a dramatic decline in
population numbers despite numerous roosting caves
close to these turbines. In fact, the mortality data on
bats was not publicly available and what data was
available was not public knowledge. It has now been
published but is quite deficient in detail and this is a
failure of the planning requirements in Victoria.
It is not only bats, but other raptors that can be
seriously affected by locations of wind turbines. A
Recovery Team has been established under the EPBC
Act to examine the population parameters governing
the Southern bent-wing bat. Without a judgement
from this Recovery Team these planning applications
for new Wind Farms will be held up. This is the
planning red (green) tape which the current Coalition
Government so objects to!
Australia’s faunal extinction crisis
There is still no report from the Senate Inquiry into
“Australia’s faunal extinction crisis” and new evidence
was accepted during the year.
Despite this we have a just announced independent
review of the EPBC Act to be conducted by a group
with Graeme Samuels as chair. The politics of this are
that there is too much red tape (or green) delaying
projects. Some of these delays are inevitably because
of under supported research into Australia’s
biodiversity and endangered species.
On the same theme, the Snowy 2.0 Pumped Hydro
Scheme is pushing ahead but there is inadequate
specification of where to put spoil from the tunnel
construction associated with the project. Works
associated with the Snowy 2.0 project could have
adverse effects on the Yarrangobilly Karst area.
Mt Fairy, NSW, Quarry Application
The Mt Fairy caves are on private land in NSW near the
ACT. There are several allotments with one of them
having been quarried by BHP and subsequently ACI but
this stopped in 1971.

Published: 8 February 2020
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There are 66 tagged caves with most of them on one
property in and around a small gorge on Cave Creek.
Main Cave (MF1-4) is some 900 m long. It is significant
for its bats. It also takes a major stream and the cave
ends in sumps which are presumed to resurge at
effluxes on the opposite side of the hill.
The interested caving clubs are HSC and NUCC. NUCC is
currently taking up the issue of the proposals for
quarrying. Further quarrying could affect the hydrology
of the area.
State of the Caves
At the Devonport Conference 2019, I initiated a review
of the “State of the Caves”. This was to have cavers
using the same methodology to monitor caves in their
local area for damage from visitors. A protocol was
issued to several interested people. To date there have
been no returns. This may need more energy and
communication than I am able to give. I still believe we
should not be complacent about human traffic induced
cave changes. The “Minimum Impact Caving Code” has
been invaluable but does not stop wear and tear in
heavily used caves.
Conclusions
There were significant policy advances during the year:
The Cliefden Caves are not subject to inundation from
proposed dams on the Belubula River.
Budj Bim was proclaimed as a new World Heritage
Area for its Cultural significance of the Gunditjmara
traditional owners of the former Mt Eccles National
Park. The area contains a number of lava caves.
There are several areas of cave conservation in need of
attention:
A number of cave area draft management plans or
finalised plans have been released in various state
jurisdictions. It is incumbent on member clubs and the
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ASF contribute to both the policies and their
implementation. The South Australian Nullarbor has a
new plan requiring a permit system for recognised cave
groups to conduct caving trips by arrangement. Draft
plans for several caves (Exit Cave and Junee Cave) in
Tasmania propose restricted access zones deserving
close examination.
The Ashford Caves in Kwiambal National Park in
Northern NSW are significant for cave dwelling bats:
the Eastern Bent-wing bat. Management is remote and
there is a lot of graffiti and rubbish.
There are other cases of under-managed cave reserves
where there are overuse issues as well as a buildup of
graffiti. Wee Jasper is one case of overuse problems
and caves at Timor in the Upper Hunter, NSW attract
graffiti. NHVSS conducted a significant cleaning
exercise in Timor Main Cave.
As outlined above, wind farm developments may have
adverse effects on cave dwelling bat populations.
Bushfires have seriously affected karst areas in the
Kempsey area including the Willi Willi area with the bat
maternity cave, Willi Willi Bat Cave. It is too soon to
assess the condition of the karst areas around Kempsey
(late November information).
A number of Stations included in the Broken River Karst
area in Queensland have been acquired under the
Australian Singapore Military Training Initiative
(ASMTI). Currently Chillagoe Caving Club is in
discussions with ASTMI and GHD who are involved in
the initial assessments. Initial perceptions are that the
karst values are recognised and will be factored into
planning.
The just announced review of the EPBC Act 1999 could
affect the capacity for caves and cave biota to be
protected under this legislation. This is the overarching Federal Act providing for protection of caves,
cave biota and karst areas. Obviously, it interacts with
protection mechanisms in the States and Territories.

Published: 8 February 2020
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Karstcare
Coordinator: David Wools-Cobb
Since the last report prepared for the January 2019 ASF
Council Meeting Karstcare has completed a total of 492
hours of work, of which 281 hours were contributed in
conjunction with the ASF conference as a project recleaning the Xanadu rock-fall route in Kubla Khan Cave.
Members have also conducted several other cleaning
projects, plus removal of all materials involved in the
Kubla project. The Waiting Room in Kubla now has new
matting and all tapes have been replaced.
The Tailender rope has been cleaned and
improvements made to the Lynds Cave boot wash
station.
Further work has been carried out in the
Blackshawl/Spider Complex System in preparation for a
management plan and determination of a Cave Access
Policy.
We were surprised to find all Karstcare installations in
the non-tourist section of Gunns Plains Cave were still
in place after two large flooding events.

In preparation for the conference, the track to Devils
Pot was cleared and re-taped: this proved timely as
one party ended up ‘misplaced’ and in the dark,
eventually finding the tapes and their way back out!
As always, we have an on-going, and ever-growing list
of jobs required, mainly in the Mole Creek area, to
improve cave management.
Karstcare has been a bit quieter through the winter
period with only just over 40 hrs of work completed.
Projects included a small re-vegetation project at
Honeycomb Cave, and removal of many tree guards in
the Wet Cave and Baldocks Cave blocks that were a
major re-vegetation project some years ago.
Plans are underway to complete several management
principles in preparation for the Blackshawl/Spider
Complex Cave Access Policy Zoning Statement which
should be released soon. Once signed off this cave
system will be available to ASF members.

Speleological Council Reports
NSW Speleological Council
Colin Tyrell
On behalf of the NSW Speleological Council Executive
and Federation Members in ACT and NSW, I present
the following report on the affairs of this State
Speleological Council for 2019.
The council represents 15 clubs. The Council met twice
during the year in May and October. 2019 has been a
relatively quiet year.
ASF has representatives on two NSW National Parks
advisory groups: The Karst Management Advisory
Committee and the Kosciuszko Speleological Reference
Group.
The KMAC 5 year term for Chris Norton ends this year
and the NSWSC has moved to re-nominate him.

Adopted: January 2020

Of note:



The Jenolan Plan of Management has finally
been released after some 6 years or so in draft.
Snowy 2.0 has commenced. It is interesting that
the release of the EIS for public comment
occurred some 6 months after work
commenced.

The current executive is:




Published: 8 February 2020

Bob Kershaw
Bill Lamb
Colin Tyrrell
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Tasmanian Speleological Liaison Council
Secretary: Dave Wools-Cobb
The TSLC normally meet twice a year and has
representatives at most Parks & Wildlife (PWS)
planning meetings where caves are involved. The
recent scheduled meeting was postponed as most
delegates were deep underground a few hours beforehand on a cave rescue exercise & didn’t get to bed until
about 3:00am!
The Herberts Pot project leading up to Cave Access
Policy Zoning (CAP-Z) had a hiatus through winter but
will commence again shortly. All Tasmanian ASF clubs
have been very involved in the Herberts Pot
Conservation Project, a collaborative initiative of the
TSLC, endorsed by the Parks & Wildlife (PWS), which
engages speleos in the process of assessing the values
and conservation needs of this significant cave which
has been closed for 25 years. Experienced caving club
members have conducted several familiarisation trips,

route finding and marking, and marking off more
sensitive areas as they are re-found. A base ecological
study has also been conducted on part of this very
extensive, but challenging cave. TSLC and speleo club
representatives will be assisting PWS in cave zoning
and access policy to follow in the future. Currently only
members of Tasmanian ASF Clubs can be involved in
this early process.
Kubla & Genghis Khan Caves CAP-Z has been signed off,
with agreements negotiated regarding Tailender,
Croesus, Lynds Caves, and the Blackshawl/Spider
Complex System, subject to installation of a few
management principles. Once ‘signed off’ we expect
this system to be available to the ASF caving
community.
Jessica Bayles has recently qualified as a Kubla Khan
Accredited Leader.

Speleological Council of Western Australia
No meeting held in 2019

South Australian Speleological Council
Representative: Matt Smith
Members: CEGSA, FUSSI, Scouts Caving Group

The SA Speleological Council met twice in 2019, and
discussed other topics of importance via email
correspondence over the course of the year.
The focus for the council in 2019 has been the 2021
ASF Conference in Ceduna, as well as increased
preparedness for cave rescue.

The council ran three events during the year:
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A talk by Dr. Richard “Harry” Harris on the Thai
Cave Rescue, which raised over $500 for
Operation Flinders.
A Cave Search & Rescue training weekend at
Mairs Cave in the Flinders Range run by
members of the NSW Cave Rescue Team.
Hosted the National Cave Rescue Workshop.
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In 2020 we hope to:


Continue to work with local stakeholders to
improve access to a range of cave regions in
South Australia.



Support the committee formed to plan and run
the 2021 ASF Conference.
Enable a newly formed SA Cave Rescue Team to
develop a framework for communication and
training of local cave rescuers.

Commission Reports
Australian Cave Rescue
Convenor: Brian Evans

Grant Requests
The ACRC provided travel subsidies for twelve
participants plus myself to attend the National Rescue
Workshop in Adelaide. SA and WA are in the process of
developing grant requests for some rescue equipment.
At this date, their applications have not been finalised.
National Cave Rescue Workshop
21-22 September: Adelaide
Very successful! Much goodwill was brought by
participants. There are several reports about it that
you’ll be seeing, but highlights were learning about the
Thai rescue from Craig and Harry, forming links and
learning about how CaveSAR NZ operates, and
considering how, as a nation, we could support a
difficult cave rescue in northern Australia.

was sent for comment to the 80+ people that have
expressed interest in cave rescue. It’s now available for
Council’s consideration. If you deem it ready, that’s
excellent, if not, we’ll keep moving on it into next year.
NZSS
A memorandum of understanding is proposed between
NZSS and ASF to collaborate on rescue. John Cugley, as
ASF President, has carriage of it.
Current Directions
Following the plenary at the close of the workshop,
ACRC will be working on:
1.

Expedition Equipment Rental Scheme
ASF members can now borrow equipment to support
safety on expeditions. A stretcher and satphone can be
picked up from Adelaide (thanks to FUSSI) and taken
north or west, or wherever, and, in Perth, a stretcher,
satphone and AED are available. It’s also possible to get
the equipment freighted to somewhere more suitable
for your team.

2.
3.

4.

Minimum Impact Cave Rescue Code
A draft proposal has undergone several revisions. First
by a small group: Alan Jackson, Janice March, Stefan
Eberhard, Andrew Baker and Ian Collette (people who
had contributed responses to the earlier proposal) and
then from the participants at the Workshop. Version 5
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5.
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Forming a small group to be the commission:
members to be enthusiastic, with experience
and be from a range of regions, although state
representation is not the point – skills and
preparedness to work on the current projects is.
Improve the national callout database and add
another for resources
Encourage clubs to have a Safety/Rescue Officer
and state councils to seek and share reports on
rescue preparedness
Investigate the feasibility of a national call
number for cave rescue – to be provided to
emergency services, and cavers (so the cavers
can provide the number to emergency services
again, as they are called)
Support the strengthening of relationships
between emergency services and cavers
nationally and around the states.
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Australian Cave Rescue Commission
Following the workshop, Dr Richard Harris and Al
Warild agreed to join a national team to support
increasing preparedness for cave rescue. I approached

others, and anticipate another two more will agree to
join. It’s over to me to clarify the roles…

Expenditure:
During the ASF 2018-19 financial year the ACRC supported the following expenditure:
March

NZ SAREX

6 participants joined the SAREX from Australia

All covered their own costs

May

Expedition Equipment
Scheme

Stretcher }
Sat. phone } all currently located in Perth
AED }

$3300
$889 + network costs
$2150

Foreshadowing expenses for the 2019-20 year:
Sept

Nov

National Rescue Workshop
travel

2 from N Tasmania; 2 from S Tasmania
2 from NSW; ACRC and printing
3 from WA; 1 from Queensland
2 from Victoria; 6 from SA (no travel costs)

Total:

South Tasmania Exercise
travel

2 from SA
ACRC coordinator

$1200
$500

Grants

Both WA and SA are talking with the ACRC regarding
grants for equipment.

approx. $5000

Awards
Convenor: Miles Pierce
During the Caver’s Dinner event at the 31st ASF
Biennial Conference in Devonport, January 2019, the
President, John Cugley, announced the following
awards and presented them to the awardees or their
representative.
Fellowship of the ASF – Julia James and Denis Marsh
Julia James was made a Fellow of ASF by resolution of
the Council meeting held in conjunction with the 31st
Conference.
Julia has had a long and ongoing, distinguished life as a
caver and cave scientist of world renown. Born in
England, she arrived in Australia in the 1960s with a
PhD and an avid love of caving. In her caving club she
kept an enthusiastic group of younger members going
caving every weekend, doing worthwhile work. When
that club left the ASF she was disappointed but became
an individual ASF member.
Since being in Australia she has stamped her mark on
the caving scene in a quiet but dedicated way by
becoming a cave trip leader for more technical caves
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and urging Australian cavers to explore overseas caves.
Her consuming interest over this time has been the
mapping of Jenolan Caves which is still ongoing, due to
her zeal for accuracy.
Despite working full time, she still managed to achieve
the following: Supervising some 35 PhD and masters
students, about half of which were on caves and karst
subjects; editing Helictite; carrying out many
consultancies in Australia and overseas on karst and
related matters; authoring some 200 published papers,
book chapters, editing books and writing consultancy
reports; advising karst managers on their areas.
Julia was Senior Vice President of UIS (1989-97);
President of UIS (1997-2001) and an Honorary Life
President of UIS since then.
Denis Marsh, who was made a Fellow of ASF at the
January 2018 Council meeting, was also formally
presented with his award at the Devonport Conference
dinner.
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Page 13

Annual Report 2019

Denis was chair of the UIS 17th International Congress
of Speleology organizing committee from October 2013
through to the successful staging of the Congress in
mid-2017. He also served as President of the NSW
Speleological Council from 2007 to 2013 and from 2013
to the present as its Secretary.
In addition, he was heavily involved with Save Cliefden
Caves campaign as OSS and ASF representative and a
representative on Community Reference Group of the
Lachlan Valley Water Security Project.
Edie Smith Award - Ken Boland
For his sustained involvement in expanding the
knowledge of the Nullarbor caves and karst and his
innovative approach to systematic exploration of large
areas using an ultra-light aircraft in conjunction with
GPS that has resulted in the discovery of over 3000
new features, some of which have been the subject of
further significant speleological advances in knowledge
of karst processes, cave fauna, indigenous use sites and
palaeontological discoveries.
Award of Distinction for Speleological publication –
Ross Ellis OAM
For his outstanding role in the publication of
speleological material, including as editor of the
Journal of the Sydney Speleological Society from 1965
to the present time, as well as editing or co-editing a
number of other magazines, monographs and books
pertaining to speleology and personally contributing
numerous articles and other content.
Awards of Distinction for technical dive innovation,
cave exploration and cave rescue
Dr Richard Harris
For technical diving innovation involving mixed gases
and exploration to new depths in challenging caves in
Australia; Song Hong Cave, Thailand; Daxing Spring,
China and the Pearse Resurgence in New Zealand
where dive depths are reaching physiological limits at 229 metres. This is coupled with significant leadership
in sump rescue training and recovery dives in Tank
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Cave, South Australia. In particular, his contribution to
the international cave rescue operation conducted in
the Tham Luang Cave in Northern Thailand in 2018.
The actual rescue relied on his medical, leadership and
exceptional diving skills.
Dr Craig Challen
This award is in recognition of Craig’s involvement in
the cave diving community over a long period. An early
adopter of mixed gas diving allowed significantly
deeper depths to be tackled; in exploration of open
water wrecks as well as in caves such as Kija Blue,
Western Australia. In particular, he led trips extending
the length of Cocklebiddy Cave, Nullarbor, WA and
participated in the Pearse Resurgence, New Zealand
expeditions. His contribution to the international cave
rescue operation conducted in the Tham Luang Cave in
Northern Thailand in 2018 relied on his prior
experience and exceptional diving leadership skills. He
also acted as spokesperson for the Australian
participants providing public insight into the rescue
detail.
Certificate of Merit – VSA Nullarbor Expeditions
support group
For long-term participation in the VSA Nullarbor
expeditions that has resulted in the discovery and
subsequent documentation of over 3000 new features.
Ken Boland, Daryl Carr, Ian Curtis, Margaret James,
Greg Leeder, Denis Marsh, Henry Shannon, John
Taylor, Nicholas White, Susan White.

Certificate of Merit – ASF committee for staging the
Seventeenth ICS
For outstanding service as members of the ASF
committee responsible for the successful staging of the
17th International Congress of Speleology in Australia
in 2017.
David Butler, Jim Crockett, Catherine Hemley, Mike
Lake, Janice March, Ann-Marie Meredith, Kevin Moore,
Cathie Plowman, Jill Rowling, Justin Wilkinson, Nicholas
White, Susan White.
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ASF awardees. Behind L-R: John Taylor, Julia James, Henry Shannon, Susan White, Nicholas White, Janice
March, Cathie Plowman, David Butler, Cath Hemley, Ann-Marie Meredith. Front L-R: Greg Leeder, Denis
Marsh, Ken Boland
Photo: Dave Wools-Cobb

Cave Diving
Convenors: Tim Payne and Peter Kraehenbuehl
Cave Diving Commission Report last quarter 2019
The work of the Commission has involved assessing
members to the ASF CDG, and liaising with ASF Vice
President Janine McKinnon regarding the review of the
ASF Cave Diving code of practice.
Another matter arose during this time regarding what
happens if members who are also CDAA members
make alleged breaches of CDAA protocols. We have
not had such issues for several years, but it will need
further discussion between the Commission and the
ASF Executive as to how such instances are best dealt
with in the future. We have sought information from
the CDAA and will report further as we able to.
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Futures issues have also been discussed with Janine,
including how the ASF website can support the work of
the Commission. During 2019 the Sport and Recreation
Industry Reference Committee removed the cave
diving competencies from the Sport and Recreation
training package, due to a lack of use by RTOs around
Australia. We wrote those competencies so the
training by differing agencies can be compared, and we
currently use them to assess suitability of divers to be
members of the CDG. These competencies amongst
other documents should now be available via the ASF
website. We will pursue this further into 2020.
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Cave and Karst Numbering
Convenor: Peter Dykes

During the past 12 months the Commission has been
working on the following matters:
OzKarst:
During 2019 Graham Pilkington and Peter Dykes have
continued to work on OzKarst: developing and refining
both the software and its applications to karst
documentation. The number of people using OzKarst
continues to expand with ASF members in WA, SA,
NSW and Vic using OzKarst.

Devonport Conference Report to ASF Council Recommendation:
At the conference Peter presented a paper titled
“Blueprint for a National Cave & Karst Database for the
2020s” which the ASF Executive has acted upon in the
creation of Rod Smith’s Karst Database Sub-committee.
Commission members have commented on Rod’s
various discussion papers circulated during the year
and are pleased with the progress that Rod has made.
However, it is now time to convene a meeting of all the
State Cave and Karst Numbering Coordinators to
further advance the concept of a national karst
database.

Grants
Convenor: Ric Tunney
During this year, the Grants Commission made three
grants.
The first grant was to Steve Fordyce (STC) for $500.00
for consumable items (helium and rebreather
absorbent (“sorb”)) used in an attempt to break
through from Junee Cave to the supposed Junee
Master System, Junee-Florentine Karst, Tasmania.
The second grant was to Dave Merritt (ASF individual
member) for $798.00 for new Bluetooth environmental
data loggers for his continuing glow-worm monitoring
project in Mystery Creek Cave, Ida Bay Karst, Tasmania.
Dave gave a very well-received talk on this work at the
Devonport Conference in January.
The third grant was to Steve Fordyce (STC) in response
to a request for $960.00 to replace concrete screws
with glue-in bolts in Niggly Cave, Junee-Florentine
Karst, Tasmania. Grants Commission had already spent
its budget for the year, but Bob Kershaw approved that
a further $500 could be granted in this year, as not all
of last year’s grant money had been spent. Grants
Commission approved $499.80 with STC to arrange
funding for the balance.

Alan Jackson (STC) made a claim for $303.74 for
hardware used on STC’s bolting project in Southern
Tasmania. This claim finalised a grant made in a
previous year. (Two years ago, I think.) On advice from
the previous Grants Commissioner, Susan White, ASF
Treasurer Bob Kershaw agreed that this payment
should not be regarded as part of this year’s Grants
Commission budget.
Cathi Humphrey-Hood (NHVSS) received $698.10 in
December 2018 for a Nullarbor expedition. This Grant
was approved and reported on, last year.
In my annual report last year, I described Grace Matts
(HCG) as being on the Grants Commission ex-officio as
ASF Treasurer. I was wrong. Grace is a member of the
commission in her own right.
At the beginning of the ASF year, Commission
members reinforced an existing condition for grant
approval. This condition is that the grantees should
write an article for Caves Australia. This came to
fruition in Caves Australia 209 where ten pages of
twenty-nine were about activities supported by Grants
Commission (Junee diving and Nullarbor drones).

No other grant applications were received.
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Helictite
Convenor: Susan White

The Helictite Commission remains separate from the
Publications Commission and this has been successful
in maintaining the continuation of the journal. The
Commission currently consists of Susan White (Chair),
Greg Middleton (Chief Editor), Tim Moulds (Editor),
Kevin Kiernan (Editor), Robert Kershaw (ASF Treasurer)
and Glenn Baddeley (Business Manager). The ASF
President is an ex officio member. I have chaired the
Commission since ASF took over Helictite in 2000.
Greg Middleton has continued Chief Editor with Tim
Moulds and Kevin Kiernan as assistant editors. I have
remained as chair, which is basically an administration
role. Greg has said very forcefully that he does not
want to chair the commission and I am prepared to
continue to do this at the moment.
Volume 42 has been finally printed and posted to the
paid subscribers. It has been available on the web since
March 2016 and this is the last printed volume; issue
number 100!
Helictite is now an Open Access (digital) journal. Prepublication on the website of finalised papers will
occur. Volume 44 (December 2018) consisted of three
papers, together with an obituary for John Dunkley.
Volume 45 had two papers uploaded on March 2019,
and as more become ready they will be added to
complete the volume. The individual papers and the
complete volume are available for download from the
Helictite website.
There are still about 20 copies of Volume 41 (Bullita
special volume). We have now two spare complete sets
due to donations and very limited copies of some other
volumes are available from the Chair of the
Commission.
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Helictite still has enough money to cover current
expenses, but although the cessation of hard copy
printing will result in significant savings, the production
is not cost free.
There are some issues to do with scanning to OCR
standard and the updating of the information on the
ASF website. All issues have been scanned to 300 dpi
Tiff image files which is OCR standard but the pdfs on
the website need updating.
As I have now relinquished the position of Publications
Commission Chair, hopefully I will have some time to
attend to these matters. It is important that such
administrative matters are dealt with properly;
especially negotiations with other institutions such as
RMIT and the Karst Information Portal (based at the
University of South Florida) have both expressed
interest in being involved. The main issues continue to
be the time constraints faced by volunteers.
Moving Helictite to open access assists the
continuation of the journal, as the costs are
significantly lower. As it does not have any Impact
Factor there is very limited material from academics
and it is therefore up to members of the wider
speleological community to write up material for
publishing in the only refereed specialist karst journal
in the Australasian region.
Thanks to Greg and his editorial team in particular for
the work they have done to produce volume 44 and to
have started on Volume 45. Thanks also to Glenn
Baddeley for his work as Business Manager.
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International Relations
Convenor: Tim Moulds
rd

Tim attended the 3 Asian Transkarst Conference held
th
on the Island of Bohol, Philippines from 7-10
September 2019. This conference was hosted by the
Philippine Speleological Society and included speakers
from five continents. The Asian Union of Speleology
met at this meeting and also the UIS Bureau met. The
International Year of Caves and Karst 2021 was
promoted to the Conference attendees by Dr George

Veni, President of the UIS. All national and local caving
organisations from each country should consider
running events and public education sessions under
the banner of IYKC in 2021. Further information has
been circulated to national speleological organisations
by the UIS and is available on the IYCK website
http://iyck2021.org/

Library and Archives
Convenor: Cathi Humphry-Hood
This year has seen some large changes occur in the
Library Commission, with the appointment of a new
Chair and the relocation of library materials from
Canberra to NSW.

hosting the library for so long, and for her invaluable
assistance in explaining where everything was (as much
as possible), and indeed for explaining what some
things were.

Completed

The test software was set up and is running courtesy of
Mike Lake, who set up a temporary test site, and Keir
Vaughn-Taylor, who has lent the library a laptop that I
will have the demonstration on. Testing for Evergreen
is being undertaken on an online test environment
which is similar to the online test environment that
Mike set up for Koha. My feeling so far is that Koha is
more intuitive, more flexible and will suit our
requirements well.







Quotes and options for storage, renting storage
unit
Sourcing and buying new containers for both
moving and long term storage
Dismantling and moving the library
Reassembling the library
Installing the test software

Still in progress (at the end of August 2019)






Testing catalogue software (will be sufficiently
tested by end November 2019)
Adapting LoC (Library of Congress) cataloguing
schema. Completed September 2019
Investigating barcode generating software, and
purchase
Barcode
reader.
Completed
September
Assessing club journal holdings

Over the weekend of the 31st August/1st September
2019, the library was settled into its new home. The
move was undertaken over two weekends, the
24th/25th August 2019, and the 31st August/1st
September. Thanks are due to Rod OBrien, Rod Smith,
Dirk Stoffels, Phil Maynard, Cathy Brown, Lachlan
Bailey, Chris Bradley, Peter Downes, Brian Reeves and
Phil Maynard. Many thanks to Jeanette Dunkley for
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Dirk Stoffels is looking after the majority of the VHS
videos and DVDs – some of this material is very old and
he is digitising them as a backup before further loss of
quality occurs.
Total cost of library relocation
The total cost of relocating the library was $7,644.11
(not all spent before 31st August), comprising:






Storage Rental
Padlock and pest control
Plastic crates
Truck hire
Fuel and accommodation

$4,200.00
$82.83
$1,298.00
$750.87
$1312.41

$6,351.57 of this cost was reimbursed during the
period to the end of the 31st August 2019, and the
remainder in the first week of September 2019.
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Next steps



Demonstration of the library catalogue
Pending outcome of demonstration, setting up
the library server on a hosted site
Barcoding individual items and listing holdings in
the catalogue
Setting up ASF members as patrons
Communicating with each individual club
librarian regarding journal holdings
Developing an acquisitions policy (and budget)
Assigning nominal costings to each item







is happy to proceed, I would like to ask Mike Lake to
help set up our own instance of the library server on
either the ASF hosted site (or another host that Mike
recommends), behind an actual Library webpage that
contains information about the library and how it
works, and provides links to resources and a link to the
catalogue search.
Customisation of these web pages may take some time
but the library will be operational in the meantime.
Once the catalogue is hosted, the collection should
start going into it very quickly.

The library catalogue will be demonstrated at the ASF
Council Meeting on the 4th January 2020. If everyone

Membership
Secretary: Colin Tyrrell
Membership
Membership has risen slightly this year:



24 corporate members (clubs)
1028 members (includes 4 Associates eg
ACKMA)

The membership average has probably risen from
around 900 to about 950 if you exclude the O week
students
Membership Database
Its primary use is for ASF to record members. The email
lists operating through the membership database are
used for all official ASF correspondence. As such it acts
as a vehicle for communications (to club contacts (asfadmins), to individuals (all-comms).
The Membership database is also used for sending the
eSpeleo newsletter to those who have their email
address recorded.
It is also the distribution list of Caves Australia, which
comes as part of ASF membership. With the electronic
version of Caves Australia it is IMPORTANT that the
email address is current.
A secondary use is to validate if a person is an ASF
member and covered by insurance. Parks Tasmania
and WA Govt are the only known non-club users of this
facility.
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Several clubs use the facility to confirm whether a
visiting member is actually a financial member of a
club.
The main issue to arise this (again) year continues to be
that some clubs have been slow in updating their
member records and keeping member details current.
The Treasurer has had trouble confirming whether the
numbers on the system equate to the numbers being
reported and paid for by clubs.
There are currently about 50 members without an
email address in the database – not including those
who have a CA indicator of “Neither”.
Clubs should update membership data as members pay
their fees.
It should be noted that it is not the responsibility of
either the ASF Treasurer or Membership Secretary to
update members on the database for clubs. If, as a
club, you are experiencing problems updating members
please ask for help from the Membership Secretary.
Caves Australia Electronic election.
There are currently 255 members (that is the primary
member in the case of a family) that have not selected
an option for Caves Australia. This is an improvement
of over 100 on 2018.
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Publications
Convenors: Susan White & Alan Jackson
September 2019 has seen the formal handover of the
Publications Commission from Susan White to me, Alan
Jackson. A steady transition of responsibilities has and
will continue to happen – i.e. Susan and I will
effectively co-manage the position to allow me to get
up to speed with those components of the role with
which I’m not totally familiar yet. An enormous thank
you to Susan for all the work she’s put into the role
since taking it on back in 2005. Hopefully I don’t run it
into the ground.
There are various aspects to the commission, many of
which I’m yet to fully come to terms with. Here’s my
current understanding of the main ones and where I
think they’re at.

production. Of course production costs were
admittedly a lot lower in the years where no issues
were coming out …
Thank you to Jill Rowling for taking on the role of
compiling the Coming Events/Calendar for use in Caves
Australia and ESpeleo, and thank you to the proofreaders, Greg Middleton, Susan White and Ian Curtis,
who minimise the number of mistakes in Caves
Australia.
ESpeleo
Ian Binnie continues to prepare and distribute ESpeleo
on schedule. Thank you, Ian.
Please email material Ian and be mindful of the format
he wishes to receive material in. Contact Ian for
submission information.
Website
Colin Tyrrell is tasked with managing the website and
making content alterations when requested and he
does this promptly. In 2020 it is anticipated that the
Executive will take primary responsibility for managing
the content of the website.

Caves Australia
Caves Australia is ticking along nicely under the
guidance of its anally retentive editor and production
manager. It is coming out on schedule, a steady and
adequate supply of quality material is being submitted
(keep it up, please) and, if the recent ASF Satisfaction
Survey results and general lack of winging and whining
received by Susan and myself can be trusted, the
membership seems to be largely happy with it. I
encourage anyone with constructive criticism to throw
it my way.
In 2019 we transitioned from default hard copy to
default electronic copy. To my surprise I don’t recall
receiving a single complaint about this process from
the general membership. As of October 2019 the opt
in/opt out statistics stood as:





Hard copy – 163
Electronic copy – 282
No choice indicated (electronic by default) – 228
Neither - 2

Books and Sales
There are no current book publishing projects on the
go. Cath Hemley continues to do a great job managing
the sales of existing stock from historic publications.
Thank you, Cath.
Copyright
ASF needs to be aware of its copyright responsibilities.
Although ASF offers its codes and other information
free of charge, we expect users to acknowledge its
source. The commission keeps an eye on use of ASF
material by others.
Institutional Risks
Publications expose organisations to significant risk if
care is not taken as to what and how we publish. The
commission keeps an eye on potential issues of
slander, libel etc. and is careful what is published. This
does not mean of course, that people cannot disagree
or publish matter that others do not agree with.

The new regime has resulted in significant cost
reductions in the printing and postage components of
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Safety, Leadership and Risk Management
Convenor: Darren Brooks
No report received.

Special Interest Groups
ASF Cave Diving Group
Peter Kraehenbuehl
See Cave Diving Commission report.

Judbarra-Gregory Karst SIG
Chairperson: Mark Sefton

This year 11 ASF cavers from five ASF clubs, including
four newcomers to the group, took part in the annual
expedition to the Judbarra-Gregory National Park in
July – an area with by far the greatest density of cave
passages anywhere in Australia. Although our number
was less than last year we had an extremely productive
two weeks, surveying 15 km of cave passage of which
around 10 km comprised new discoveries. As was the
case last year, most of our efforts were focused on two
karst blocks, the Southern and Northern karst. In
addition, several productive trips added over a
kilometre of new discoveries to the Bullita System in
the Central karst.
Not only are we continuing to map as much new
passage as in the ‘good old days’ but it is now possible
to portray wall detail much more accurately with our
Disto-Xs which have completely supplanted the old
compass, clino and tape, making surveying faster and
detail more comprehensive and accurate than before.
The Southern Karst
This year, no work was done in the Prometheus System
(currently 57 km) in order to concentrate on the
nearby Tesseract System which includes BAA29,
BAA30, BAA108, Scout Cave and Firestick Cave. This
was mainly undertaken from an outcamp near the
BAA29 entrance, as was done last year. The survey of

Adopted: January 2020

BAA30 is now largely complete, with several new
entrances discovered and a considerable amount of
new passage found. Extensive mapping was continued
in BAA29 and this included newly discovered upper
levels in the north-east section. These new levels
generated additional links between passages, allowing
errors in last year’s dataset to be resolved.
Continuation of mapping in Firestick cave revealed new
large passages in the central area of Tesseract system,
heading towards Effigy Cave. However, no connection
between Effigy and Tesseract has been found as yet.
Meanwhile, several visits to Scout Cave resulted in
further passages being found and mapped and there is
still a small amount more to do here. It should be
possible to finish Scout Cave completely next year.
Some surface investigations of the gap between the
Tesseract and Prometheus Systems to determine the
possibility of connection were undertaken. The results
suggested that areas of karst collapse are responsible
for difficulties in finding such a connection.
The current length of the Tesseract system is just over
26 km which does not include Effigy Cave or two other
smaller caves all of which could be connected to
Tesseract in future.

Published: 8 February 2020

Page 21

Annual Report 2019

Northern Karst
Continuing on in the southern part of the Dingo Cave
System, we extended Points of Light Cave, which was
first discovered just last year, and also found a
connection between this cave and the western part of
the Dingo System. In addition, detailed remapping of
sections of Western Dingo Cave has revealed large
amounts of new passage. In other parts of southern
Dingo many previously unentered lower levels were
explored and mapped and two sumps were
encountered – a rare occurrence in these caves in the
dry season. An underground Disto-X traverse linked
BAA27, BAA60, and BAA25 entrances. The length of
Dingo now exceeds 49 km and it would not be
surprising if the length of this system eventually
overtakes that of Prometheus (57 km).
A new cave entrance further north, seen in 2018, was
fully explored and surveyed this year by 2 teams who
mapped 780 m of passages.
Central Karst
In past reports I have suggested that prospects for
further major discoveries in Australia’s longest cave,
the Bullita Cave System, are limited – not withstanding
that there are still many internal sections within the
cave where exploration and mapping are incomplete or
where survey errors need to be corrected. This year
two of us visited an area in the Neighbours Block which
constitutes the northern section of Bullita to try and fix
a surveying error and in the process found and mapped
a significant upper level section. There are still other
unexplored upper levels in this area too which we hope
to get back to next year.
We also mapped a small amount of lower level passage
just inside BAA91, in Neighbours. But an unexpected
bonus came when we went to investigate a few
question marks near the BAA63 entrance in Berks
Backyard, the central section of Bullita. Here, in an area
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that occupies little more than a tenth of a single map
sheet, around a kilometre of new cave was mapped.
On our final day here, a quick look around showed that
there are still many more leads worth investigating in
this area generally. Some of these leads are also above
the main level, as is the case in Neighbours. Not only
are these upper levels worth exploring as new parts of
this cave system which will add to the total length of
the cave, they are likely to shed light on the early
stages of the genesis of these cave passages.
The surveyed length of the Bullita Cave System is now
just over 124 km and after this year’s expedition I am
becoming more optimistic that potential for further
discoveries here are greater than I had previously
thought.
Finally, in the ‘Forgotten Block’, Lisa's Folly Cave was
extended. Unfortunately its expected connection to
Boab Valley Cave, the only other known cave in that
block, was not achieved. However, Forgotten Block is a
large but fragmented block of karst separated from
Bullita only by a narrow valley, and after the processing
of data from last year it had become apparent that part
of Boab Valley Cave extended under that valley. The
two blocks were therefore virtually overlapping. We
couldn’t connect them physically this year but we did
achieve a clear voice connection; and so, although it
would require hard work, a link under the valley, thus
extending the Bullita System, is not out of the question
AGM
At the Annual General Meeting, held at Bullita towards
the end of the expedition, Mark Sefton (CEGSA),
Megan Pryke (SUSS) and Ian Barnard (VSA), were reelected to the SIG Committee as Chairman, Secretary
and Mapping Coordinator respectively. Phil Maynard
(SUSS), Peter Freeman (VSA) and Alan Pryke (SUSS)
were also elected as Committee members.
Once again, my thanks to Alan Pryke and Peter
Freeman for their contributions to this report.
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Committee Reports
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cultural Committee
Peter Dykes
No report received.

Conference Committees
Convener: Jessica Bayles, Report: David Wools-Cobb

ASF’s 31st Biennial Conference
The Darkness Beneath: Caving Tasmania

The last ASF conference was held in Devonport from
th
th
December 30 2018 to January 4 2019, and was
hosted by a committee of Northern Caverneers Inc.
members, with assistance from Savage River Caving
Club and a few from other caving clubs. We had a total
of 139 registrants.
Two days of pre-caving conference involved 39 cavers
in the Mole Creek area coordinated by David WoolsCobb, and numerous trips in southern Tasmania
coordinated by Alan Jackson (STC).
To facilitate many trips into Kubla Khan Cave, a
Karstcare project was negotiated with Parks & Wildlife
Service to ensure all trips were classed as management
trips; this involved re-cleaning a rockfall route using a
siphon, carting tube matting for a future job, and
replacing all climbing tapes throughout the cave.
Most conference attendees camped on the oval at the
venue and we kicked off with the welcome barbecue
on Sunday evening. This was a great time to catch up
with old friends and meet lots of new ones.
Presentations began on the Monday morning with keynote speakers David Merritt (on Bioluminescence in
Glowworms) and Liz Reed (Naracoorte caves: faunal
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extinctions and past climates). Throughout the week an
extremely engaging program of speakers was on offer
on various themes including cave exploration, filming,
white-nose syndrome, mapping, cave diving, the ASF
strategic plan, rescue preparedness, the Tasmanian
Cave Spider and other fauna. A variety of posters was
also on display including work by Karstcare, Bat
Maternity Caves, Nullarbor Caves, Bell Holes and the
recently completed Kubla Khan Map.
Many off-site activities were on offer during the week,
with mountain biking and kayaking being very popular:
one group even managed to find a platypus!
After the council meeting on the Monday afternoon
many headed for the Devonport foreshore for New
Year’s Eve celebrations, with others visiting the nearby
historic house, Home Hill.
Speleosports was very popular with a challenging
course designed to reflect some of the features and
difficulties cavers encounter in Mole Creek caves.
Needless to say, all participants ended up wet and
muddy, but with big smiles. This event was followed
with a trivia event which was a bit too challenging for
most!
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Mid-week involved a break from presentations with
most heading to a variety of activities for the day
including a tourist loop, mountain biking, kid’s day out,
two bushwalks, Leven Canyon walk, two caving trips,
and canyoning. Everybody then met late-afternoon at
Wings Wildlife Park in Gunns Plains which enabled
some to view our iconic Tasmanian Devils and many
other animals, and enjoy a barbecue meal. This was
followed by a visit to Gunns Plains Show Cave where
groups were given a tour and entertained by a group of
four musicians during a short concert.
On Thursday it was back into presentations, dominated
by a Forum on Cave Access, Conservation and
Management, followed by training in Self-rescue and
the Prusik Challenge. The Prusik challenge was won by
two STC members (Alan Jackson and Serena Benjamin),
which demonstrates that getting lots of big vertical
shaft experience really does pay off.
Attendees were entertained on Thursday evening with
a presentation from Niall Doran on the challenges of
making the Sixteen Legs film, followed by a screening.
Then we had the launch of the Cave Animal of the Year:
The Tasmanian Cave Spider (Hickmania troglodytes).
Friday involved a few more presentations, followed by
the final ASF Council meeting and then our Cavers
Dinner, with the theme: ‘Bedrock City, Home of the
Flintstones’. Many rose to the challenge dressing in
theme with plenty of photos taken on and around the
Flintstone car with an appropriate back drop. Several
ASF awards were presented during the dinner. Details
will be published elsewhere. Entries in the
photographic competition were displayed, and the
winners announced: with best photo by first time entry
and attendee Gabriel Kinzler.
The following morning saw people packing up
campsites and dispersing for post-conference activities.
These involved caving in Southern Tasmania (with bush
fires causing a few changed plans); a three-day
excursion to a karst area, Mt Cripps on the Tasmanian
west coast, hosted by Savage River Caving Club; and
forty cavers heading to Mole Creek where forty-four
trips/excursions were offered. These included a vertical
rescue training day hosted by ACRC, a free after-hours
tour of Marakoopa Show Cave, a karst interpretation
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walk, many vertical trips and some easy to challenging
horizontal trips. I know that many conference
attendees then used the opportunity to tour various
parts of Tasmania and enjoy what proved to be
fantastic summer conditions (perhaps more pleasant
than some parts of the northern island!).
We did manage to get very good media coverage and
hopefully greater public exposure for caves and caving
in Tasmania. Our club even picked up a new member!
Many thanks must go to our conference sponsors,
without their help it would be impossible to offer such
a good value program. These included Wilderness
Wear, Aspiring Safety, Tasmanian Parks & Wildlife
Service, Weidmuller Lighting, Aspire Adventure
Equipment (Launceston), Climbing Anchors, Pennicott
Wilderness Journeys, Petzl, Smitten Merino, TFM
Engineering, and Engadine Cottages (Mole Creek).
Outside our NC/SRCC committee we had fantastic help
from Brian Evans (photo comp and self-rescue
training), Alan Jackson (IT and caving in Southern Tas),
Marilyn Scott (Website), Ruth Evans and Jean Van
Nynanten (Kitchen), Ian Collette (Prusik challenge)
Trish, Ben & Geoff Deer (Gunns Plains Cave), Gabe
Kinzler (IT help), Kim Skogvold and the many
conference attendees that pitched in with the myriad
of jobs than needed to be done to keep the conference
running smoothly.
Special thanks go to our in-cave concert providers:
Emily Sheppard, Yyan Ng, Eric March and Eleanor
March.
Also, we are extremely grateful to all those cavers who
lead the total of 51 trips on offer in the Mole Creek
area: from NC, SRCC, STC, MCC, ISS, NHVSS and the STC
members who facilitated trips in Southern Tasmania.
The committee has published all papers submitted online and they are available via the ASF webpage.
st

Feedback from the 31 ASF conference ‘The Darkness
Beneath: Caving Tasmania’ has been overwhelmingly
positive. We sincerely hope that all attendees had a
great time and look forward to the next event in two
years’ time.
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The Northern Caverneers, hosts for
st
the 31 ASF Conference, Devonport.
Back L-R: Cath Hemley, Joy WoolsCobb, Steve Jacobs, Janice March,
Dave Wools-Cobb, Jess Bayles.
Front L-R: Henry Shannon, Andrew
March, Eleanor March, Paul Van
Nynanten, Cathie Plowman, David
Butler
Photo: Dave Wools-Cobb

Muddy cavers are happy cavers.
FUSSI members participating in the
speleosports competition.
L-R: Sarah Gilbert, Andrew Stempel,
David Mansueto, Dee Trewartha
Photo: Dave Wools-Cobb
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Information Technology Systems
ASF System Admin: Mike Lake
The following is a brief report on the ASF Information Technology systems that assist the ASF in the operation of its
business.
Currently Hosted Sites
The following are the 17 clubs or state based groups that have sites hosted by the ASF.
https://bmsc.caves.org.au
Blue Mountains Speleo Club
https://css.caves.org.au
Canberra Speleological Society
https://www.canberraspeleos.org.auCanberra Speleological Society (same as above)
https://fussi.caves.org.au
Flinders University Speleological Society Inc.
https://iss.caves.org.au
Illawarra Speleological Society
https://nucc.caves.org.au
National University Speleological Society
https://oss.caves.org.au
Orange Speleological Society
https://rss.caves.org.au
Rover Speleo Society
https://suss.caves.org.au
Sydney University Speleological Society
https://nswsc.caves.org.au
NSW Speleo Council
The following are ASF sites:
https://cavesaustralia.caves.org.au
https://exec.caves.org.au
https://helictite.caves.org.au
http://kid.caves.org.au/kid
http://membership.caves.org.au
https://savecliefdencaves.caves.org.au
https://speleo-lidarium.caves.org.au

Caves Australia
ASF Executive
Helictite
Karst Index Database
ASF Membership Database
Save Cliefden Caves
Site on newer cave surveying technologies

Note that all sites are secure https except for the KID and the membership database. These will be upgraded soon.

Membership Database
The
membership
database
located
at
http://membership.caves.org.au allows participating
clubs to maintain their membership lists, calculate ASF
capitation fees, allows members to choose electronic
copy only of Caves Australia and allows clubs to email
their members. It is an essential service for the ASF and
the clubs that use it.

because of problems with ISPs rejecting the emails and
they have now been replaced with Google Mail
accounts.
The Karst Index Database

I am aiming to migrate this from the current virtual
server to a new one in the next few months.

The KID at http://kid.caves.org.au/kid has no current
updating activity but it is used regularly. Over the last
few months I have been working sporadically to fix
some of code problems in the KID so that I can migrate
this from the current virtual server to a new one in the
next few months.

Email Services

OPAC Library Site

The only email services that the ASF servers still
provide is the Membership Database email system that
allows clubs to email all their members. The previous
extensive, and useful, email aliases had to be shutdown

The ASF Librarian, Cathi Humphrey-Hood, has been
evaluating the open source Koha Library software (see
https://koha-community.org) over the last few months.
This would provide to the ASF an Open Public Access
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Catalogue of all ASF holdings (an OPAC) which would
be searchable by all libraries worldwide, branch
libraries for ASF clubs, and if needed acquisition,
lending and serials management.
I have therefore set up this software on one of the ASF
servers as test site for evaluation.
The ASF Servers
The above sites and services are hosted on virtual
servers provided by US server hosting company Linode

(https://www.linode.com). These servers host most of
the clubs, major applications like the KID, the
Membership Database, and a test ASF Library OPAC.
Backups of the two production servers are done nightly
and sent to another server owned by an entirely
separate company, Rsync.net (https://www.rsync.net).
The total cost per month for these servers and backup
is approximately AU $80.00.
The servers and backups are managed by Mike Lake.

Social Media
Sil Iannello
The launch of an ASF Facebook Page and Group Page in
April 2019 has received an overwhelming response
from cavers and non-cavers in Australia and globally.
The ASF developed its Facebook Page to keep followers
up to date with official announcements, ASF news, and
information regarding ASF caving clubs. This page is a
practical addition to the official ASF website, allowing
members of the public to like, follow and share
content.
The ASF Facebook Group, allows people to join as
members, post their thoughts and interact through
discussion threads. The purpose of the group is to
provide a forum for all things caving including
upcoming events and trips, cave news, science reports,
photos and videos, gear reviews and even cave politics.
It is intended as a way for us all to connect,
communicate and share experiences and information
across the country.
Facebook Stats
Since launching, the ASF Facebook group has attracted
246 members, most of whom are interested in keeping
informed about cave information within Australia and
discovering how they can actively get involved with a
state club.
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The 2019 ASF Social Media Policy and ASF Facebook
Guidelines
This year Sil Iannello wrote the first ASF Facebook
Guidelines and re-wrote the ASF Social Media Policy.
The primary purpose of the documents are to ensure
members understand the requirements of the ASF
official social media accounts, and the requirements of
the Federation in their use of social media both in a
professional capacity on behalf of the Federation as
well as in a personal capacity.
The Australian Speleological Federation acknowledges
the rapidly growing use of social media by members
and encourages its use for the primary purposes of
sharing
information,
engaging,
connecting,
collaborating, and promoting the Federation.
If you would like to join as a member of the ASF
Facebook group, all you need is a Facebook account.
It’s easy to set up and start enjoying the world of social
media.
Follow the ASF Facebook page at:
www.facebook.com/asfcavers/
Join the ASF Facebook Group at:
www.facebook.com/groups/ASFgroup/
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Facebook Stats

Most Popular Posts
Posts

Member

Comments

Reactions

Views

Eat Sleep Cave Repeat Film

Alan Green

8

33

170

Facebook photo - Gabriel Kinzler

ASF

7

29

162

Growling Swallet on the rescue exercise weekend,
th
30 November 2019.
Gear review

John Oxley

8

22

163

James O'Connor

7

0

170

The FUSSI crew enjoying a dip at Kilsby Sink Hole,
Mount Gambier
Sil's cave animal of the year for 2020 poem

ASF

2

14

144

John Oxley

2

11

154

Launch of 2020 Cave Animal of the Year:
Australian Cave Crickets
AGAINST ALL ODDS - Dr Richard (Harry) Harris and
Dr Craig Challen
Blanche Cave at Naracoorte Caves for ‘Mega-fest’
Naracoorte
Cave Animal of the Year Australia Cave Crickets

ASF

2

10

117

ASF

1

12

111

ASF

1

8

149

Sarah Gilbert

0

12

151

Awards for Cave Animal products - Spider

Sarah Gilbert

0

7

128

Shades of Death opening

Sarah Gilbert

0

2

33

Photo - STC once again raising the standards for
Australian caving
Photo - upside down Alpaca or Sheep formations,
Augusta WA

William
Roderick
Nicholson
Cindy Tan

0

1

12

0

1

4
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Appendix 1 – Auditor’s Report & Financial Statements
ASF Treasurer’s (Bob Kershaw’s) extra notes to the Auditor’s Report
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Page 17 is the KCF operating expenses only.
Page 16 includes all the ASF entities that include the KCF, Helictite, NSW Speleo Council and the ASF
general accounts.
The actual insurance premium paid for the P/L was: $8660.77; the premium for the Office
Bearers/Executives for clubs and ASF was: $2190.92.
The audit accrued insurance premiums paid in advance for FY 2019/20 is $4550 and interest of $900
Our assets have been depreciated by $1060 and that is shown as non-current assets in the Balance sheet
of $11,842
The legal expense for the caving with children information was paid by cheque on 26th August 2018 (last
FY) but not banked by the legal firm until early September and this is shown in this FY accounts as an
outstanding amount!
Minor capital expenses include the freight of the stretchers from Sydney to Perth and the AED case.
Grant expenses on p16 includes the ASF Grants Commission and the KCF Grants
KCF projects are the Rimstone Cooperative and Cave Animal of the Year
KCF Grants are the Matej Liptar Nullarbor Research.
The ACRC Rescue equipment is shown in the assets rather than in the expenditure.
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Appendix 2 – ASF Members Contact List 2019
ASF is incorporated in the ACT
PO Box 388 BROADWAY NSW 2007
More information on club websites and email contacts can be sourced at:
https://www.caves.org.au/caves-and-clubs/state-clubs

Corporate Members
Australian Capital Territory
Canberra Speleological Society Inc.
PO Box 156
Curtin ACT 2605

National University Caving Club
c/o ANU Sport and Recreation Association
ANU Building 19
North Road
Acton ACT 0200

New South Wales
Blue Mountains Speleological Club
PO Box 551
Hazelbrook NSW 2779

Kempsey Speleological Society
PO Box 31
Kempsey NSW 2440

Cavers and Adventurers of the Snowy Mountains
Contact- Michael Larkin
32/41 Lawrenson Circuit Jacka ACT 2914

Metropolitan Speleological Society
PO Box 178
Thornleigh NSW 2120

Central West Caving Group
605 Jaunter Rd
Jaunter NSW 2787

Newcastle and Hunter Valley Speleological
Society Inc.
PO Box 15
Broadmeadow NSW 2292

Highland Caving Group
PO Box 54
Georges Hall NSW 2194

Orange Speleological Society
PO Box 752
Orange NSW 2800

Hills Speleology Club Ltd.
3 Heights Place
Hornsby Heights NSW 2077

Rover Speleological Society of NSW
c/o 22/102 Crimea Road
Marsfield NSW 2122

Illawarra Speleological Society Inc.
PO Box 94
Unanderra NSW 2526

Sydney University Speleological Society
PO Box 3318
Redfern NSW 2016

Queensland
Chillagoe Caving Club Inc.
PO Box 92
Cairns Qld 4870
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South Australia
Cave Exploration Group South Australia Inc.
PO Box 144
Rundle Mall
SA 5000

Flinders University Speleological Society Inc.
Alan Mitchell Sports Centre
Flinders One
Flinders University
GPO Box 2100
Adelaide SA 5001

Tasmania
Mole Creek Caving Club Inc.
PO Box 209
Mole Creek TAS 7304

Southern Tasmanian Caverneers Inc.
PO Box 416
Sandy Bay TAS 7006

Northern Caverneers Inc.
PO Box 315
Launceston TAS 7250

Victoria
Victorian Speleological Association Inc.
GPO Box 5425CC
Melbourne Vic 3001

Western Australia
Cavers Leeuwin Inc.
PO Box 1192
Margaret River WA 6285

Western Australian Speleological Group Inc.
PO Box 67
Nedlands WA 6909

Speleological Research Group of Western Australia
PO Box 1611
East Victoria Park WA 6981

Provisional Members
Associates
Landforms and Rehabilitation Team
(NSW NP&WS, OEH)
PO Box 2267
Bathurst NSW 2795

Wellington Caves
Caves Rd
Wellington NSW 2820

NSW Cave Rescue Squad
PO Box 66
Westmead NSW 2145
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ASF Special Interest Groups

Karst Conservancies

ASF Cave Diving Group

Karstcare (Mole Creek)

ASF Judbarra-Gregory Karst Research Group
PO Box 144,
Rundle Mall, SA 5000
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