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President’s Report
Looking back on 2013
ASF has had a great year and proved itself to be a functional and respected body comprised of likeminded groups with enthusiastic individuals doing what we all do best- working for present and future
positive outcomes for cave exploration, preservation and enjoyment.
This year started on a high note with an effectively organised, well attended conference at Galong.
Together we met and positively shared ideas, knowledge and friendship based on a common interest
and passion.
I acknowledge and admire the dedication of all involved in planning and executing ASF conferences
and am grateful for the organisational skills of many cavers who have demonstrated this not only in
many aspects of their professional and private lives but also when co-ordinating our conferences.
I see that we are functioning well as a Federation and exhibiting important outputs in the form of
maintaining our Website, producing publications and providing training to further Speleology in
Australia and increasingly impact on the wider world.
Unfortunately my reflections on the year 2013 are not all joyful. Sadly we have had losses during the
year with the passing of a few of our “Elders”. On a positive note however, we can choose to
remember the contributions that they made to our Federation. We retain the lighted batons that they
held aloft and ran with diligently and energetically for so many years in a number of ways. It is
important that the flame they inspired and nurtured is not quenched and the framework for
organisation and systematic exploration and documentation is not lost or overturned.
The fight to conserve caves continues, not with major fronts or confrontations but more subtly with the
vigilance of all of us in making sure ASF representation strategically occurs where needed, potential
conflicts are negotiated in a timely manner and policies are put in place proactively rather than
reactively.
A highlight of the past year would have to be the Health of ASF, with a Membership of over 800
enthusiastic individuals who share the love of caves and value the importance of having processes
and procedures in place to maintain and preserve them.
Another one of the highlights for ASF occurred in September in Brno, where we were given the green
light to plan and host the 17th International Congress of the UIS in Sydney in 2017 thus putting us in
the world arena in a new and exciting way. It was very exhilarating to have our submission accepted
and whilst this will mean much sustained and complex work through the lead up period, it gives us the
timely and deserved opportunity to showcase to the world our caves, what we do know about them
and the wide range of cavers in Australia.
There will be a large team involved in the organizing of the 2017 Congress. ASF is the sponsor and
there will be other organizations involved and represented. I see that the effort we put into the
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planning and running of this major Congress will not be a total burden to the Federation but more of an
injection of energy and a focus to do what we do on a smaller scale every two years but with the
reward being reaped for a much longer period. I envisage that the success of the Congress will be
seen by involving current speleologists across many disciplines and from many countries, seeing what
they have to offer and what we have to demonstrate to the growing wealth of Speleological
understanding . We will be vitalized and challenged to move into a more international perspective of
what we all hold up- the science and excitement of Speleology. ASF is in a good place to be host to a
major congress and its need of targets and challenges and the cross fertilization of ideas with the rest
of the world.
There is a real need for ASF to promote what we do and to encourage younger people to join caving
groups. Without this ASF faces the danger of continuing to age past maturity. Without a steady
increase of new memberships into clubs we will age and without replacing the aged our future and the
future of Australian caves will be in jeopardy. ASF needs to exist to promote the exploration and
documentation of our vast and varied range of caves and karst features. We need to future proof what
we do with our accumulated knowledge of written and oral history of cave detail, too often the
important information is lost as cavers move on or pass way
I would like to take this opportunity to thank those who have served on the Executive Committee with
me and the many other volunteers who make up ASF and give freely of their time and skills for the
advancement of Speleology in Australia.
Stan Flavel
President , ASF

Oolite Chamber, Mammoth Cave, Jenolan
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Treasurer’s Report
Treasurer: Grace Matts
Presented and accepted at meeting

The ASF Karst Conservation
Fund
Report by: Nicholas White
This is a summary of activities for the last two
years.
Fund Assets
The assets of the fund are currently about
$59,000. Some un-tagged donations have
been received as well as interest on the Fund.
Predominantly tagged funds have been
received for the Ghost Bat Appeal and the
Scrubby Creek Cave Property Appeal. Current
commitments are $7,300 for the continuation
of the Ghost Bat-Mt Etna Project and the
Wombeyan (Melocco) Quarry Project.
Management and Fundraising of the ASF
Karst Conservation Fund
At present there is a case to appoint at least
one new Director to the Fund. Consideration
should be given to a person(s) age and
location. The same is true of the Fund
Management Committee. Despite internal ASF
advertising no volunteers have come forward
and the Executive and Management should
seek out and approach suitable people. These
gaps are partly due Peter Berrill’s death but on
the Management Committee side there are a
whole host of skills and energy needed to use
the website more productively and to initiate
use of some of the more modern fundraising
methods.
Fundraising and publicity has been done as
needed by rather traditional methods. It is time
to use newer methods and publicity. The ASF
has redesigned its website and provided a
PayPal direct payment facility for fund
donations. This is now being used. Seeking
out donors for general or specific purposes
needs both traditional advertising and newer
methods.
ASF Karst Conservation Fund Commission
The Executive recently decided to create a
Commission to undertake the work of the
Management Committee. This occurred in
November 2013. A request for people with
management
skills,
fundraising
skills,

Adopted: 4th January 2014

promotion and communication skills has gone
out for volunteers to support the activities of
the Fund.
The Fund is now beginning to fulfil the original
objectives and with a Commission structure
and member support it can properly become a
very influential part of ASF’s activities,
promotion, outreach and cave and karst
conservation thrust. Nicholas White is the initial
Convener of the Commission.
Mt Etna Ghost Bat Project “Tracking and
Tracing CQs Macroderma
The Fund support was for genetic analysis on
bat samples to delineate the population size
and level of inbreeding in the Mt Etna ghost
bat population. About $7,500 was directly
donated to the Fund as a result of the targeted
Ghost Bat appeal. The Fund provided
Professor Jane Hughes of Griffith University
$8,000 towards the research. A further $5,351
has been committed as an extension of this
work. This is detailed below.
An article in Caves Australia (Dec 2013 issue
CA195) outlined the research results.
In summary, the Mt Etna ghost bat population
is at a critically low number. The trapping
numbers over two seasons are less than 40
individuals. The genetic studies were based on
samples that revealed very little heterogeneity
in the mitochondrial DNA of the tested
samples. Modelling using the data from the
genetic analysis confirms a population of about
30. Populations that have such reduced
heterogeneity (in-breeding) are considered
unable to continue normal evolutionary
processes and are critically endangered. Other
earlier studies demonstrated that the Mt Etna
population was genetically isolated from other
Northern Queensland populations of the ghost
bat.
Several consequences of this work are that
with the population at such a critical juncture,
further research work should continue. The
proponents submitted an endangered species
“Caring for Country” application but no grants
were made in 2013 under this program by the
last government. The proponents also
endeavoured to have the ghost bat
(Macroderma gigas) on the endangered
species list under the Federal EPBC Act was
not successful. Currently considerations are
being given to a captive breeding program.
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The Fund is now supporting further genetic
studies on the population. This amounts to
$5,351 for further sample analysis. The
samples in this instance will be faecal samples
taken from under the roosting sites of the bats.
Now that the methodology has been
established for tissue samples it should work
on faecal samples (‘scats”). Using scats is less
intrusive and stressful than mist netting the
bats and has many advantages. Should further
funding beyond this be sought it should be
viewed as a new project for separate
consideration.

Scrubby Creek Cave Property Acquisition
Project
The Fund initiated this project in January 2012
at the behest of Rimstone Cooperative Ltd.
The targeted appeal conducted by the Fund
has to date provided some $75,228 and
Rimstone Cooperative has directly received
donations of $14,080. These funds together
with loans from individuals and accumulated
Rimstone funds of about $25,000 were used
by Rimstone Cooperative Ltd to purchase the
cave property in May 2012. This has been the
largest project supported by the Fund to date.
It has been successful in that the Cooperative
owns the property and has outstanding loans
presently of $21,000. This targeted appeal is
still open and will remain so until Rimstone
quits the loans on its books. Lease income
from the property currently covers rates,
insurance, weed control and in due course will
be used for karst protection works.
Rimstone Cooperative Ltd initiated this project
in November 2011 immediately the property
came on the market. Rimstone asked that the
ASF Karst Conservation Fund participate and
enable donations targeted to the Scrubby
Creek Project to be tax deductible when made
through the Fund. The property in question
was on the market and Rimstone negotiated a
purchase price of $130,000 that amounted to a
fair and reasonable price for both parties.
Once the ASF Karst Conservation Fund
Directors’ approved a targeted appeal for the
purchase by Rimstone a deposit was made in
January 2012 with a May 2012 settlement
date. Rimstone Cooperative Ltd is a
Community Advancement Society started in
1973 and up until the Scrubby purchase had
bought an old pub and guesthouse at Buchan,
Victoria for use by members, cavers and
friends. At the time of settlement in May 2012
Rimstone was able to pay $72,000 from money
made up of KCF donations, direct donations
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and a small amount of reserved funds. The
balance of $63,000 has now been paid down
to $21,000.
Articles on the project were presented at the
ASF Conference in Galong, January 2013 and
at the Waitomo ACKMA Conference May
2013. Publicity in Caves Australia and ASF’s
E-Speleo Newsletter has meant that the Fund
is still receiving donations.
The acquisition of this Scrubby Creek Cave
Property by Rimstone Cooperative Ltd was an
ambitious project. It would not have been
possible without the Fund support. It shows
what the Fund has the capacity and
capabilities to do. This Scrubby Creek Cave
Acquisition Project should be the first of a
number of such cave acquisition projects.
Wombeyan (Melocco) Quarry Interpretation
Project
This project has just been approved.
Members of Sydney University Speleological
Society (SUSS) propose investigation of the
potential for the disused marble quarries to be
used for interpretation of the geology and
geomorphology of the quarry sites as well as
for interpretation of industrial history.
The project would prepare a report of the
possibilities together with outlining necessary
infrastructure for tourist and educational
groups. There is an immediate opportunity to
have a detailed map of the quarries prepared
using sophisticated laser plotting of the sites in
three dimensions. An initial Forestry Compass
and laser Disto map is in preparation, which
will be enhanced with the addition of the threedimensional survey. This mapping would be
done for free with only the return travel costs of
the two CSIRO scientists from BrisbaneSydney-Wombeyan. The project has the
support of both the NSW Parks Service and
the Geodiversity Unit of the NSW Parks and
Wildlife Service.
This project is proposed by SUSS and would
be managed by Mike Lake and Jill Rowling
who have computing and geological skills and
propose using the expertise of Dr Armstrong
Osborne
for
geological
interpretation
(University of Sydney) and Guy McKanna with
industrial heritage experience. The handheld
equipment to be used is called Zebedee and
would be operated by Dr Robert Zlot. See
http://wiki.csiro.au/display/ASL/Zebedee.
Costing at this stage is estimated to be less
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than $2,000 and the proponents have been
asked to refine this.
Other Projects
The
ASF
Karst
Conservation
Fund
Commission has investigated several other
projects during the year.
Kubla Khan Cave, Mole Creek Karst
National Park Upgrade of gates, safety
infrastructure and protective track delineation.
This project arose as a result of the audit of the
installed infrastructure in the cave (gates,
anchors, etc). It is now being funded from
within the Tasmanian Parks and Wildlife
Service and cavers within Wildcare will
contribute to the installation involved.
Honeycomb Cave Reserve Erosion
Control and Re-vegetation Project. Tasmanian
Parks and Wildlife Service are investigating
this project as the Honeycomb Caves Reserve
is in the Mole Creek National Park. The
Reserve was severely damaged by severe
flooding. It may be the ASF Karst Conservation
Fund is asked to support the Project
Timor Limestone Quarry, NSW,
Application for Changes to Consent Conditions
Stoneco Pty Ltd has made application to the
Upper Hunter Shire Council to vary the
operational area affected by quarry works.
These involve road construction for vehicle
movement of stone instead of a conveyor belt.
The effect of this is to clear more of the “White
Box
Woodland
Endangered
Ecological
Community; damage to the grass tree groves
(Xanthorrhoea glauca); and potential damage
to the groundwater dependent ecosystem in
the karst aquifer. The application was in early
October 2013. Having originally objected to the
grant of this quarry operation but having
stringent conditions placed on the license the
Newcastle and Hunter River Speleological
Society is now in the process of objecting to
changes, which will materially effect the White
Box Woodland and the karst aquifer. They
have engaged the NSW Environmental
Defenders Office and the barristers Patrick
Larkin and Chris Norton. Initial advice is that
the changes are substantial. The original ASF
Inc. and ASF Karst Conservation Fund
supported objection to the quarry achieved
stringent environmental conditions upon
Stoneco Pty Ltd as to the conditions of
operation of the permitted quarry. The
stringency placed on operation should not be
changed by new conditions if these effect the
environmental provisions of determination by
the Land and Environment Court, NSW. At this
stage it is not known whether the objection will
lead to legal expenses being incurred but ASF
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needs to be in a position to support NHVSS if
enforcement requires court action.

Conclusions
The ASF Karst Conservation Fund has been
established for some years now. One or two
new Directors are needed. The establishment
of a Commission to support and organize the
Fund activities will assist this. The current
Directors are John Dunkley AM, Maria Comino,
Tony Culberg OAM and Dr Kevin Kiernan.
The Fund has shown it can effectively advance
the aims and objectives of the Federation by
supporting various projects to:
to safeguard and protect the natural
environment, specifically the cave and karst
environment of Australia;
to gather and disseminate information,
develop and promote policies, foster and
publish research, and provide education and
advice to the Australian community on
conserving Australia’s karst resources
The Fund has to be judicious in the projects it
chooses to support. In particular, in some
instances it may decline to support projects,
which we believe are better funded by the
management agency of the State Government
concerned.
The Fund has now supported Rimstone
Cooperative limited in the purchase of a very
significant cave property, the “Scrubby Creek
Cave Property”. This demonstrates the
capacity of the Federation. Two other
properties have been mentioned in recent
times for Federation acquisition. These were
Sand Cave, Naracoorte, SA that was too
expensive but we provided information on the
cave, which supported the State Government
acquisition. A property at Mt Sebastopol,
Kempsey, NSW with a number of caves and
karst features was also too expensive for the
Fund. The NSW Government may now acquire
this property. There should be an open mind
about such acquisitions and ASF could well
become involved in acquisition of cave and
karst properties.
John Dunkley, Grace Matts, Nicholas White
(Management Commission)
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Conservation Commission
Reports
National
Convener: Nicholas White
Necessarily some of the ASF Karst
Conservation Commission projects and work
has taken time particularly the Mt Etna Ghost
Bat project and Scrubby Creek Acquisition
project. A Commission has been established to
support and manage these fund activities.
The Mt Etna ghost bat population is extremely
tenuous and in decline. It would appear that
this is due in part, to the destruction during
quarrying
of
the
over-wintering
and
acclimatization cave, Speaking Tube Cave
(see Caves Australia No. 195 December
2013).
Quarries
During the year an application was made by
Cresswells Transport Pty Ltd to establish a
dolomite quarry operation on Eddy Creek a
tributary of the Weld River in Southern
Tasmania. Eddy Creek hosts a small area of
dolomite with a small group of caves and a
karst spring. The area is within the Huon Valley
Council area in forestland. STC and ASF made
objections to the granting of the license. After
negotiation, mediated by the Department of
Environment, Tasmania with the applicant and
STC the proposed license area was moved
away from the caves and known karst spring.
Various conditions were placed on the license
that was granted. These conditions drew on
those specified for the Stoneco Quarry, Timor,
NSW. It is quite apparent that the proponent
was required to assess the proposal for effects
on the biota. In this instance neither the caves
nor the aquifer had been examined for cave
dwelling invertebrates and the same can be
said for aquifer organisms.
Stoneco Pty Ltd have requested variations to
the license conditions for the Timor Dolomite
Quarry. The variations are to use a haul road
rather than a conveyor belt for rock movement.
This involves road building that will disturb the
karst aquifer as well as the Endangered
Ecological Community. At the present time
NHVSS has lodged objections to these
changes. It is too early to know whether these
objections will require hearings in the Land and
Environment Court, NSW. Needless to say
ASF would be prepared to support such action.
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Property Acquisition
The ASF Karst Conservation Fund supported
Rimstone Cooperative Ltd in the acquisition of
an important cave property, the Scrubby Creek
Cave Property at Murrindal in Victoria. This
was an extremely successful acquisition and
Rimstone Cooperative is now turning to
fostering studies of the cave and enhancement
of the surface karst.
Private acquisition of cave and karst properties
may become important in the future as not all
such properties are important enough to be
acquired by State government agencies.
Working with owners to establish conservation
covenants over cave and karst properties
remains one of the other avenues to protect
karst on private property.
During the year, the Mount Sebastopol
property of KSS member, Dave Collett was
acquired by the NSW National Parks and
Wildlife Service. It is significant for surface
spitzkarren
features
and
vegetation
communities. The property has numerous
caves valuable for bats and invertebrates. It
has not been decided what kind of reserve will
be declared for it. This was a very important
acquisition by the State and improves the
status of protected karst in NSW particularly in
the Kempsey area. The purchase was
supported by KSS and numerous cavers and
others.
Cave Racing and Code of Ethics Changes
An approach was made to cavers in Tasmania
by a company organizing this year’s Mark
Webber Challenge to suggest a cave suitable
for a competitive event. This Challenge event
involves teams climbing mountains, running,
canoeing and cycling. The consequence of this
was some rapid networking and a letter from
the ASF President Stan Flavel which was
adamant that caves were inappropriate for
competitive events.
A recommendation that a clause be added to
the Code of Ethics appears in the Council
Agenda papers for the January 2014 meeting.
General
Most state governments are having their land
management budgets reduced. This will impact
on the capacity to manage caves and karst
within Parks and Reserves. ASF and its
members need to be very watchful that these
reduced budgets do not affect on-ground karst
and cave management.
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The NSW Government is currently looking for
private enterprise leases etc of the Jenolan
Caves operations. This is not something ASF
should seek to influence except that ASF and
its members should be very jealous of
agendas which might lead to a reduction in
quality of cave management or the visitor
experience to Jenolan. The last operator under
invested in the Caves House infrastructure
leaving NSW to reclaim the assets.

Karstcare
David Wools-Cobb
At the time of writing we have conducted three
cave or karst related working bees.
In March the swimming pool water storage in
Kubla Khan was treated for a minor, but
noticeable growth and some track marking
improvements were made in Xanadu chamber.
In June, the Tasmanian Parks & Wildlife
Service requested assistance with the removal
of old rotting wooden form work from Gunns
Plains Tourist Cave. The wood had been in
place for years, giving a very unnatural food
source and hence influence on bugs &
beasties.

Photo David Wools-Cobb

In October a re-vegetation project was
completed near the outflow of Gunns Plains
Tourist Cave to re-establish a variety of
natives. Some of the plants for this were
donated by a nearby nursery in memory of our
past Karstcare member and fellow caver Steve
Blanden.
A total of 35 volunteers were involved in the
above projects, resulting in 135.5 man/hours.

Adopted: 4th January 2014

Published: 5 January 2014

Page 9

Australian Speleological Federation Inc. 2013 Annual Report

Speleological Council Reports
NSW Speleological Council
President: Colin Tyrrell
On behalf of the NSW Speleological Council
Executive and Federation Members in ACT
and NSW, I present the following report on the
affairs of this State Liaison Council for 2013.
Firstly, I would like to acknowledge the great
job of Denis Marsh as President for the past 6
years.
The year commenced with Trogalong, the ASF
conference, hosted by the NSW Council at
Galong.
A separate report is submitted on the
conference. The proceedings are available
online for participants and ASF members from
the NSWSC website.
The Council met twice during the year in May
and October. Meetings were well attended with
around 11 corporate members represented at
both meetings. In addition the 29th ASF
Conference planning committee held several
meetings during the year. During the year the
ASF in NSW was represented by caver
delegates at meetings of, the Karst
Management Advisory Committee (KMAC),
Bungonia Reference Advisory Group (BRAG
An increasing number of clubs in NSW have
run joint caving trips with other clubs during the
year and this is seen as a positive action by all
concerned.
NSWSC Charter
The Charter as amended was submitted to the
May meeting where it was passed. This means
that the NSW Charter is now in sync with the
ASF constitution, and the charters of other
states.
Kosciuszko NP Speleo Reference Group
(KNPSRG)
This committee was established as a
requirement under the Kosciuszko NP Plan of
Management. A Terms of Reference (TOR) for
the committee was signed off by the Director,
Parks Management Branch, Parks and Wildlife
Division in March 2010, with the inaugural
meeting of this committee held in November
2010. The TOR provide for members to be
appointed for a three year term and for
meetings to be held twice each year. It is a
major concern that this committee has only
met once since February 2011 – in September
2013.
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NPWS have now requested the Council to
nominate up to 6 people with 3 to be selected
to represent ASF on the group. The
nominations are to be submitted in January
NPWS Reference groups
Along with the Kosciuszko group, nominations
were required for the Karst Management
Advisory Committee (KMAC). Previously
membership of the group was for 5 years. The
current nomination is for a 1 year period,
possibly less.
This seems to be a symptom of a disturbing
trend with the current NSW Government to
reduce the importance of advisory groups, and
in the way they are looking at reducing/cost
cutting services to national parks and the
increasing of privatisation of parts of them (eg
hunting in national parks and the privatisation
tender process for Jenolan Caves). The latest
draft version of the plan of management for
Jenolan Caves has just been released which
makes it easier for the government to privatise
all or parts of the caves. This has been
referred to all NSW clubs for comment.
The NSW Speleological Council will be
submitting a comment paper (thanks to Chris
Norton) on behalf of ASF.
Review of the NSW & ACT State Specific Cave
and Karst Numbering Procedures
A paper has been tabled at the October
Council meeting that documents the proposed
process for changes relating to an area’s
coordinating club and numberers. This is to
streamline the NSW process.

Tasmanian
Speleological
Liaison Council
Report by David Wools-Cobb
The liaison council continues to meet on an
intermittent basis, as & when issues arise and
the opportunity for delegates from all
Tasmanian caving clubs is available (usually
coincided with another event).
Cave search and rescue skills training has
been a major priority, with two training days
held, but we have been finding difficulty to get
all other search and rescue organisations to a
joint exercise.
After about 3 years from Parks signing off a
new Kubla Khan Accreditation Protocol, 3 new
Kubla leaders were appointed; we await further
accreditation trips to bring numbers back to
where we feel they should be. Unfortunately
“Parks” seem extremely reluctant to hand over
this procedure to the TSLC to administer.
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Member clubs have been involved in large
projects such as continuing the Exit Cave
survey, documenting the Mt Cripps karst area,
planning for a series of mapping projects in the
Mole Creek area, and continuing negotiations
with PWS in issues of cave management and
access.

Speleological Council of
Western Australia
by Greg Thomas – (WASG delegate to
SCoWA) based upon minutes from 2013
.
Three meetings were held during 2013 and
attended by representatives from WASG,
CLInc and SRGWA. No attendance by
CEGWA, who continue to be copied in on
minutes and meeting notifications.
WAKID
An electronic copy of this was issued in
January 2013 and another update will be
issued in early 2014. The database now
includes photographs.
Department of Fire and Emergency Services
(DFES)
At a SCoWA meeting in late 2012 it was
agreed to support an approach to what was
then FESA by the ASF Cave Rescue
Commission. At this stage no approach has
been made. It was agreed/confirmed that any
initial contact should be aimed at the top level
– e.g relevant Minister and should be via the
ASF Cave Rescue Commission. SCoWA to
encourage
the
Commissioners
(Ross
Anderson and Ian Collette) to make an initial
approach in writing and to feedback to the next
SCoWA meeting. Ross advised no approach
had been made at this stage. Ross advised he
would like to try and organise another CROP
and invite DFES/SES personnel and felt this
would be the best way forward at the moment.
Leeuwin-Naturaliste National Park
Apparently the AMRTA (Augusta Margaret
River Tourist Association) has put a proposal
to DPAW (Department of Parks and Wildlife) to
take over management of Calgardup and
Giants caves as well as possibly Brides and
WI16. A number of points/questions were
raised:
What about other restricted access
caves – who would manage?
What is legal situation?
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Jewel/Mammoth/Lake are on spare blocks of
land on long term lease to AMRTA and not in
the National Park.
Does external management of any
National park assets happen anywhere else in
WA or Australia? (no one could think of any)
What would AMRTA pay for the
privilege?
What will happen to not for profits – eg
Scouts and youth groups?
How will this affect CLAP?
If
private
management
being
considered will it go out to tender? A number
of other organisations would certainly be
interested and may be prepared to pay more if
this is a driving force.
Are we happy with AMRTA cave
management practices?
Who will have oversight of AMRTA
management? Will CMAC be involved?
WASG and CLInc have written letters to the
Directors of the EPA and DPAW expressing
their concerns and seeking answers to the
above questions.
Depending upon the responses to these and
any actions by DPAW the WA clubs may seek
ASF assistance or input on this matter.
ASF Conference – WA 2015
Ningaloo Underground
Monday 22nd to Friday 26th June 2015
Reconnaissance trip by Greg Thomas, Ian
Collette and Fran Head to Exmouth in
September met with the Conference Coordinator Darren Brooks and his wife Jackie
Brooks to work on details. Was very successful
and we have confirmed dates, made contacts
with the Shire and DPAW and chosen venues
and options for key items.
Conference
Committee meetings are now being held
separate to SCoWA.

South Australian
Speleological Council
A report received by Graham Pilkington
The SASC meets several times a year and the
clubs and Scouts SA have informal meeting to
arrange combined trips and training.
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Commission Reports
Administration
Convener: Peter Brady
No report received

Australian Cave Rescue
(ACRC)
Convener: Ross Anderson
No report received
From Joe Sydney
NSW clubs on board re contact details and VIC
have resurrected a self-help program. Northern
TAS a couple of cave Rescue exercises held
with parks and SES. A major Exercise held at
Jenolan Caves with emergency services
involved.
From Ian Collette
FESA in WA are commencing writing SOPs for
cave Rescue. FESA informed that ACRC
exists for ASF assistance and may start
combined Exercises in the future.
From Graham Pilkington
Naracoorte Guides with SES and Ambulance
given training and involved in small exercises.

Awards

reach any decision on the future. Another
meeting at Brno, called by Trevor Faulkner of
BCRA, led to the establishment of an IUS
Publications Exchange Working Group, to be
hosted by the IUS Informatics Commission.
Unfortunately the major movers behind this
group are primarily concerned to “promote the
continued exchange of paper journals and
books that will be housed in physical libraries
internationally”. My own view is that the time
has passed for such an approach and what is
really required is a positive attitude to digital
exchange and storage. The present signs are
that the leadership and vision required at this
time are unlikely to be provided by this group
but as a member I will try to promote
acceptance of the digital future.
The IUS Commission on Bibliography has this
year published combined 2008-09 (#47-48)
and 2010-11 (#49-50) issues of Speleological
Abstracts. The latter is likely to be the last in
English. #47-48 contained 1081 abstracts
from Australasia, prepared by Jill Rowling,
Ross Ellis and the Convenor. #49-50
contained only 125 from Australasia, prepared
by the Convenor.
The Commission operates without a budget
and without members claiming any costs.
I am prepared to act as Convenor of the
Commission until its future is determined

Convener: Miles Pierce
No nominations for ASF awards have been
received in this calendar year.
Nominations will be invited via email messages
to all ASF member clubs and societies and
notices in Caves Australia during 2014.

Bibliography
Convener: Greg Middleton
PO Box 269, Sandy Bay, Tas. 7006
ozspeleo@iinet.net.au
After 43 years, the Commission has virtually
ceased to exist. The publication of so much
material in digital formats and particularly on
the Internet means that the need has virtually
ceased for the separate publication of
abstracts. This situation appears not to be
accepted by the IUS Commission Chairman
who wishes to continue with abstracts in
printed form (he has ignored offers to host the
production, completely free, on the (US) Karst
Information Portal, apparently because of its
English bias). I attended a meeting of the IUS
Commission in Brno in July 2013 but it failed to
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Cave Diving
Conveners: Tim Payne and Peter
Kraehenbuehl
No report received

Cave and Karst Numbering
Convener: Peter Dykes
There are three issues which clubs need to be
aware of:
OzKarst
Graham Pilkington and I have been working on
the programming for the last 2 years and
attempting to debug it and consolidate what is
several databases into one package.
We are finalising a rollout version
soon.
An agreement from CEGSA for the
ASF CKNC to distribute OzKarst
(copyright is retained by CEGSA) is
available.
A software licence agreement and
data exchange agreement for use in
the rollout is available.
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A trial of OzKarst in NSW will be
undertaken in the first half of 2014 with
the Lithgow-Mudgee Karst Region
Project details.
ASF Cave and Karst Numbering Code
Developing OzKarst has made me aware that
the current code that was revised in 2006 is
again in need of revision to allow for the
following current practices:
karst outcrop numbering
feature identification numbering
definition of geographic boundaries for
area GIS
changes to area names including
merging of some areas into larger
areas and changes in prefix codes
refinding of what is numbered and
what not
update of Appendix A- practices
operating in each state – SA, NSW
and ACT
Revise and update Terms of
Reference/ roles and responsibilities.
There is an issue of overlapping area
boundaries in karst areas and general cave
areas covering the same geographic area:
issues with geographic representation
GIS data layers
Does the ASF really need to
differentiate?
Issue for Vic and Qld was resolved in
NSW by merging CCA into Karst Cave
areas.
Specific Issues
Northern Territory
Currently NT has 530 cave areas defined
using the 1:000 000 map sheet system. This is
more areas in the NT than for the whole of
Australia. Moving to GIS base databases, all
530 will need to be incorporated into the
system. Presently only a handful of the 530 are
used but there is the potential once
documentation of the non-carbonate features
begins that this will dramatically expand.
Graham Pilkington and I have suggested
retaining the existing area names and prefix
code but expanding the existing boundaries
from map sheet to road networks.
Queensland and Victoria
These states have karst area numabering and
background (general caves) numbering that
means there are 2 systems over the same
geographic area.
Unable to incorporate into OzKArst GIS
programming;
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Unable to produce a single GIS data
layer.
State CKN coordinators Meeting
Need to bring all state coordinators together
for a workshop/training session in aspects of
the CKNC.

Codes and Guidelines
Cathy Brown
Apology for no report but other items on my
ASF and personal agenda needed attention.
No major items needed attention

Grants
Convener: Fiona Beckwith
The ASF Grants Commission had some
communications issues during this year with
members away and then some computer
problems, but despite these hurdles it was able
to award three grants. The successful
applicants in 2013 were:
Mike Bourke, Bungendore, NSW:
Research Grant to assist with
digitisation and indexing volumes of
Nuigini Caver, $750.
Victorian Speleological Association:
Exploration Grant to support the 2013
VSA Nullabor expeditions (pulley
rescue system and consumables),
$500.
Southern Tasmanian Caverneers,
Janine McKinnon & Ric Tunney:
Exploration Grant for the Junee
Resurgence
(JF8)
permanent
guideline replacement project, $500.
These are all very good projects.
A condition of the funding is that recipients
provide a report for the Commission and an
article for Caves Australia or Helictite when the
funded project (or the component supported by
ASF funding) is completed. There are still a
couple of outstanding reports from years prior
to 2012, but these are coming in gradually. We
realise that it takes time to complete the write
up for these grants but a new grant will not be
awarded to those with outstanding reports for
previous grants.
A grant application notice will be inserted in the
March 2014 issue of Caves Australia and the
next ESpeleo with information on the relevant
criteria. Prospective applicants are strongly
advised to read the details on pp. 5-6 of Caves
Australia 182 or on the ASF website
(www.caves.org.au). In particular, please
become acquainted with eligibility criteria, how
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to get started, in-kind and partner support,
selection procedures, and expectations of
successful applicants for the specific type of
grant that you seek. Note that some of these
requirements vary according to the type of
grant sought.
For all enquires please email
grants@caves.org.au.

Helictite
Convener: Susan White
The Helictite Commission continues to be run
in tandem with the Publications Commission.
When ASF received Helictite from the
Speleological Research Council (SRC) it was
agreed to form a separate commission to
enhance the chances of continuation of the
journal. The Commission currently consists of
Susan White (Chair and joint editor), Ken
Grimes (Editor), Stefan Eberhard (Editor),
Grace Matts (ASF Treasurer), Glenn Baddeley
(Business Manager) and John Dunkley. The
ASF President is an ex-officio member. I have
chaired the Commission since ASF took over
Helictite in 2000 and Ken Grimes and I have
been editors since 1998. The Commission is
run in tandem with the Publications
Commission but is a separate Commission.
There has been no issue published in 2013.
We still have one printed volume to produce
(Volume 42) and then all further publications
will be Open Access (digital) as agreed a few
years ago. Volume 42 is in current review and
editing mode and it is intended that it be
published as soon as possible in 2014. Prepublication on the website of finalised articles
will occur.
There are 24 copies of Volume 41 (Bullita
special volume). There are no complete sets
available but limited copies of some other
volumes are available from the Chair of the
Commission.
We have been trying to scan back copies but
this has stalled due to time constraints. RMIT
and the Karst Portal (based at the University of
South Florida) have both expressed interest in
being involved in this but I have not had
sufficient time to engage in the detailed
discussions with either institution. I do not want
this to become a serious problem because of
not doing the necessary background work on
such matters.

of Speleology, Acta Carsologica, Helictite)
which have adopted or are in the process of
adopting open access policies and the issues
relating to some journals gaining Science
Citation Index impact factor and others not.
This is a difficult and extremely timeconsuming process beyond the abilities of this
Commission, but the consequence of not
having a SCI Impact Factor is that major
researchers are unable to submit articles to
Helictite. If you have any questions about the
SCI and the Impact Factor issue please
contact me but Helictite does not qualify. One
result of this is that the online journal
“Speleogenesis” is ceasing publication. Moving
Helictite to Open Access after the production of
Volume 42 will hopefully mean it will survive for
some time, especially as it is the only refereed
karst journal in the Australasian region.

Insurance
Convener: Phil Maynard
The ASF maintains two insurance policies. The
first policy is the Association Liability cover
designed to protect the Federation and its
membership against claims for Wrongful Acts,
such as libel. The second policy is the
Adventure
Activities Combined Liability
insurance, which protects the Federation and
its membership against claims for Injury and
Damage during trips. These policies protect
the Federation, the executive of member clubs,
individuals including trip leaders, and
landowners. Coverage includes cross-liability,
where a member makes a claim against
another member. The coverage is worldwide,
excluding the United States and Canada.
The policies are subject to all of the normal
insurance exclusions, of which two are
particularly important and are brought to the
attention of members: Firstly, travel to and
from trips is not covered; members are
expected to be covered by motor vehicle
insurance (compulsory third party insurance,
with every vehicle registration), or by travel
insurance for other transport modes.
Secondly, illegal activities such as trespass are
not covered; all trips must have access
approved by landowners.
There were no claims against either policy in
2013, and no claims are pending as the
renewals for 2014 are negotiated.

At the UIS meeting in Brno in 2013, a detailed
discussion was held about the various karst
and cave science journals (including Journal of
Cave and Karst Studies, International Journal
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International Relations

Library and Archives

Convener: Nicholas White

Convener: Cathy Brown

The Commission does very little, particularly
now with the internet available to everyone.

As forecast last year, the British Cave
Research Association has reinstated our
exchange with them and filled in most of our
post-1985 missing issues of their publications.
Various issues include articles on Australian
caves, and expedition caving all over the world
is commonly reported, so this is a valuable
collection to maintain.

I have been able to assist a number of cavers
with information and contacts for travels
overseas.
One of the major functions is to provide the
connections to the International Union of
Speleology of which ASF Inc is an active
member and participant.
During the year the IUS held its 16th
International Conference in Brno, Czech
Republic. This was a very successful Congress
with a number of field trips. There were some
20 Australian attendees. The General
Assembly is the governing body. Grace Matts
and Nicholas White were the delegates. A
number of significant things were voted on.
One
concerned
admitting
“Associated
Speleological Associations” to membership
recognition. This allows recognition for the
International Show Caves Association and the
Australasian Cave and Karst Management
Association. Prior to this such groups were in
effective limbo because only one organization
per country could be admitted to represent the
interests of cavers and speleologists.
One other significant change occurred in that
the UIS Code of Ethics was adopted with
provisions banning ‘competitive sporting
events” in caves as being inconsistent with the
aims of Minimal Impact Caving. Separately this
provision is before the ASF Inc 2014 Council
Meeting, January 2014 for addition to the ASF
Code of Ethics.
As reported in E-Speleo ASF submitted a bid
for the IUS Congress in 2017. This bid was
presented by Stan Flavel and Jim Crockett
together with an enthusiastic team who
manned an information stall at the Congress. It
was the only bid and was enthusiastically
accepted. Now to build on this and organize a
successful bid involving ASF cavers, ACKMA,
NZSS, state cave Parks Services etc as
appropriate.
The elections to the UIS Bureau for the next
four years included Stan Flavel being elected
to the Bureau. Australia is now directly
represented on the Bureau which will be an
important connection point as we start
organizing the next Congress.
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The Library focus generally this year has been
on better cataloguing our holdings: books,
CDs, and maps, as well as keeping the journal
records up to date. The aim is to make the
catalogue more available, particularly to ASF
members, but also to be able to raise
awareness of the collection in the research
community. A secondary aim is to be able to
think about putting a valuation on the library
collection and to consider insurance.
The cataloguing of books and other one-off
materials is a big undertaking. There are limits
to the volunteer time available for this work, so
many thanks to members of the ASF Executive
who were able to stay on after the September
Executive meeting in Canberra, to do a major
rearrangement of the library. This has made
material easier to find and manage, and also
returned some shelving to the Dunkleys for
their own use. This same team also kickstarted the map cataloguing.
In October we spent another day with Elery
Hamilton-Smith and have acquired at least 3
more carloads of material from him, mostly
books and journals, both Australian and
international, which I am still cataloguing.
Some of Elery’s journal donations fill in gaps in
the early years of the collections. Other
material is likely to be rare or even unique in
the Australian caving community. It is certainly
new to the Library. Thank you Elery! Thanks
also
to
Nick
and
Sue
White
for
accommodation, storage and some of the
transport.
Thanks to all the clubs who continue to supply
journals and other publications to the Library,
and to John & Jeanette Dunkley for continuing
to house it. While there is no immediate issue,
the Library compactus is filling up, and we
need to start thinking about the future. We are
likely to need storage for some additional
hardcopy material in the next year or two, but
we also need to develop a more robust way of
storing digital materials than just on CDs and
individuals’ computers. That is one of my
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challenges for 2014. Subject to the availability
of funds, I plan to purchase two external hard
drives to assist with management and backup
of our digital files (~$500). I am also hoping
that membership of the UIS Informatics
Commission Publications Exchange Working
Group, established in July this year, will be a
useful way of developing and exchanging
ideas on electronic production, dissemination
and storage.
Copies of the library catalogue are available on
request. I am also exploring ways of making
the catalogue files more available. One that
looks promising, at least for the books, is a
web based tool called LibraryThing. It looks
easy to use for published books. I’m not yet
sure how well it will work for the ‘grey literature’
of management reports and informal
publications, but the concept of something
easy to link with the ASF web pages certainly
seems like a sensible way to go. I hope to test
this option in the first half of 2014.

Membership
Colin Tyrrell, Membership Secretary
Membership
Membership climbed slightly this year, with
currently 877 members spanning 27 corporate
member clubs with 11 Individual members
outside the club framework. A couple of clubs
are still experiencing difficulties in getting their
members
properly
recorded
on
the
membership database.
University clubs’ Introductory (Orientation
week) Student numbers are still lower than in
previous years, but this seems to be a
documentation issue.
This year, again, has seen an increase in the
number of individuals enquiring about
Individual membership.

There
are
3
Associates
and
Complimentary Associate (ACKMA).
There are 2 Caves Australia subscribers

Membership Database
Its primary use is for ASF to record members.
The email lists operating through the
membership database is used for all official
ASF correspondence. As such it acts as a
vehicle for communications (to club contacts
(asf-admins), to individuals (all-comms).
The Membership database is also used for
sending the eSpeleo newsletter to those who
have their email address recorded.
It is also the distribution list of Caves Australia,
which comes as part of ASF membership.
A secondary use is to validate if a person is an
ASF member and covered by insurance. Parks
Tasmania is the only known non-club user of
this facility. Several clubs use the facility to
confirm whether a visiting member is actually a
financial club
The main issue to arise this year continues to
be that some clubs have been slow in updating
their member records and keeping member
details current. There have been several
emails from people receiving Caves Australia
at an address vacated by a financial member.
The main impact is that members missed
receiving a copy of Caves Australia, and not
being covered by insurance.
Clubs should update membership data as
members pay their fees.
It should be noted that it is not the
responsibility of either the ASF Treasurer
or Membership Secretary to update
members on the database for clubs. If, as a
club, you are experiencing problems updating
members please ask for help from the
Membership Secretary.
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Publications
Convener: Susan White
The Publications Commission has had another
very busy year.
Caves Australia
CA continues to thrive and issue 195 should
have been in your mail box before the council
meeting. We are on schedule and the next
issue is well in hand. However, keep those
articles coming to the editor! Alan Jackson
continues to oversee the production and Ian
Curtis has been a fine editor (despite his trips
away in 2013!).
The limited number of people who write for CA
has widened slightly but it is still too narrow.
The regular columns continue to be successful.
There has been some discussion regarding
detailed locations being published in CA
articles and while the ASF policies and
protocols do not support this the editor will
continue to remove these details. If other
publications (or publications which were not
part of ASF when the publication occurred)
publish such details it does not mean we need
to follow suit.
Digital printing is to be addressed in detail in
2014 and the case for doing so is being
updated and reprinted in CA 196. This should
at least decrease the returns, which remain a
problem. Attached to this report is the latest
version of the situation with digital CA.
However it takes time to get people to swap
over to digital receiving of publications. This is
now timely.
ESpeleo
Ian Binnie has proved to be a good editor and
has generated four ESpeleo this year, despite
his ill health. Please keep the information
flowing to him on activities, notices, ads etc.
Please email material to espeleo@binnie.id.au
but please do not include large files as these
are unsuitable for ESpeleo and clog his mail
box! I am very pleased that Ian is on the road
to recovery.
Website
The revamped website looks very professional
but there have been some ongoing teething
problems, especially with regards to the
PayPal facility. Colin Tyrrell continues to do
sterling service in getting material on the site
quickly. The site had similar visit numbers as
the previous year. The Publications email has
been successful and really helps with
management of the Commission.
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Other publications
David Rueda Roca has been a successful
Publications Sales Officer and this has solved
to a large extent the problems of individual
orders. There are still some issues with the
PayPal facility (see above) but it is working
much better than previously. We have kept
track of the stock better (but it still has some
problems). An order form and sales notice has
been placed on the Publications page on the
website. Although there are not large numbers
of sales, this has largely solved the problem of
supplying the small number of sales enquiries.
The new website has assisted in making this
much more available to the general public and
ordinary ASF members.
The sales of the Jenolan and Wee Jasper
books continue to be a success. John Dunkley
has organised some assistance
with
distribution of these, especially to Jenolan.
However we will be looking at reprinting/new
edition of the Dunkley Jenolan book later in
2014 as stocks are now low. We have plenty of
Wee Jasper books. The New South Wales
Karst Atlas (The Documentation System) has
sold steadily and we have less than half the
stock left. A second volume, Caves, People
and Land: Sandstone Caves of the Blue
Mountains and Sydney Region by John
Dunkley was published in 2013. The protocol
set up to oversee the process of the production
of subsequent volumes in the Atlas project
worked well for this volume and will stand us in
good stead for further volumes, and the
Commission looks forward to new volumes.
These are all available through the Publication
Sales officer.
The Publication Commission also has a limited
number of facsimiles of NSW material now out
of copyright available through the website.
There are more guidebooks and the
Commission has discussed having a Heritage
or Historical Facsimile Series which will be
further discussed in 2014. Thank you to Bruce
Welch for this work. There are also some other
projects under discussion but we need to be
careful not to stretch our volunteer resources
too thinly.
The Conservation Book is still stuck. We need
to work out what is happening with this and it is
"in the queue" of things I have not had time to
deal with in 2013 and it is not an easy project. I
would very much like to hear from anyone who
is interested in being involved in regenerating
this project!
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Although there continues to be some
misunderstanding of publication processes
across ASF, I feel we are making some
progress here. There is still a little complaining
about my "Commissar" behaviour regarding
editing but I feel that this has lessened overall,
especially as publications are being produced
and look good, read well and have interesting
material.
The
misconceptions
about
publications continue to include a lot of
misunderstanding about the role of a publisher
vs.
the
author
and
editors
and
producers/printers.
The small profits from these books will be
available to publish new material which will
further our aims. There is great potential in
publications to further the aims of ASF in the
general public but more people need to be
involved with writing stuff. We still get stuff
where people have spent a lot of time on
layout that is stripped out anyway as layout
programs generally need plain text. Photos
and diagrams need to be high quality, sources
acknowledged and grammatical mistakes
corrected.
Copyright
There are several issues about copyright the
executive needs to be aware of and maybe
assist with.
ASF is a member of the CAL, and CAL is
holding a little bit of money for us for copyright
fees, mainly for downloads of the codes by
schools. TAFE etc. The copyright statement on
the website for material is now appropriate. We
want people to use our codes not be put off by
overly
legal
language,
whilst
still
acknowledging our copyright. On a related
matter, it is my considered opinion that ASF
members should not have to seek formal
approval to use the codes; they are their codes
after all. They should include the copyright
statement with anything printed/published but
permission is gratuitous. On the other hand
outside organizations that wish to use our
codes should seek permission if it is being
incorporated into their material and this
includes government agencies.

overseeing the various tasks and finding
people to do them when volunteers give up.
I would like to thank all the members of the
Commission for all the work they have put in
this year, especially Alan Jackson and Ian
Curtis, both of whose acerbic senses of
humour has kept me sane.

Safety, Leadership and Risk
Management
Convener: Caroline Forest
No incident reports have been received.
No request for information received.
Future activities planned include
Confined Space Training completed by
C Forest to have current professional
skills and knowledge on air testing
equipment and techniques available
for toxic air conditions. Report being
prepared and due for completion
February 2014.
Use of ANA-bat detectors to determine
microbat presence and behaviour
being done by SLARM Commissioner
for Honours project and will be
modified for implications to ASF
members’ activities.
Use of club magazines to find possible
unreported incidents and requests sent
to club presidents for incident reports.

Survey and Mapping
Standards
Convener: Alan Warild
No report as nothing required attention

Special Interest Groups
ASF Cave Diving Group
No report received

The Publications Commission is a big
commission and despite taking lot of effort, it is
a rewarding task, especially when we see the
finished results out in the public arena.
However at the end of 2014 I will have been
chair for 10 years and the Council and
Executive need to think whether a change is
needed. It is a wide ranging Commission which
requires time to do the various jobs of
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Judbarra-Gregory Karst Research
SIG of the ASF – 2013
Liaison person: Mark Sefton (Chair)
Report of the 2013 expedition of the JudbarraGregory Karst Research Special Interest
Group of the Australian Speleological
Federation
This year members of the Judbarra-Gregory
Karst Research Special Interest Group
continued their extensive cave surveying
program in the Judbarra-Gregory National Park
from the 28th June to 19th July.
The first few days of the first week were spent
by the advanced party mapping several small
caves immediately east of the northern part of
the Dingo Cave System. We also surveyed a
significant cave further north, BAA114 called
‘Thunderbirds’ and spent half a day examining
a patch of karst another half a kilometre further
north.
The next few days were spent operating from a
camp established near the East Baines. From
this camp, it was possible to cross to BAA11,
Two Fishes Cave. We resurveyed from the
entrance tag to an end point on the old map
known as ‘The Lair of the Minotaur’ – an
impressive collapsed chamber of considerable
size. From here, there were several
continuations and in one of these we found a
survey station from Prometheus Cave which
was only discovered in 2012.
Five of the group then moved to a camp near
Spring Creek Yards for the two remaining
weeks of the expedition. There was only one
visit to the karst area in upper Spring Creek
(the Spring Creek karst). The group achieved
near completion of the survey of a cave named
Faulty Towers. There was also another smaller
cave discovered and some additional work
done in a nearby cave.
For most of the time, the Spring Creek-based
group concentrated on surveying in the
Southern karst, mainly in Prometheus. Much of
this cave is deeply incised below the
Supplejack dolomite.
The Solar Bore-based camp divided its efforts
between the Bullita Cave System, the Northern
karst caves and the Southern karst, joining the
Spring Creek camp members for some of the
days spent in this last area. Several of the
Park’s
Rangers
and
volunteer
staff
accompanied our members on some of these
trips and assisted in the mapping program. In
BAA34, some sections of the cave were
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resurveyed and a set of ‘traverse lines’ created
and validated by GPS or by accurate loop
closures.
In the northern karst, Thunderbirds was
extended to around 2 km, and more mapping
was done in the various smaller caves east of
Dingo. BAA7, Piano Bar cave was completely
resurveyed and many additional passages
were found there.
Most of the Solar Bore-based group’s efforts in
the Southern karst, however, were at the south
western end – in BAA29 and BAA108.
Over the past two years, the SIG has surveyed
around 33 km of new discoveries and the total
length of surveyed cave passages in the park
now stands at 257 km. The Bullita Cave
System currently has a surveyed length of
122.35 km, the Dingo Cave System is 33.6 km
and the Atlantis-Prometheus-Two Fishes Cave
System is already 25.6 km.

Committee Reports
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Cultural Committee
Chair: Peter Dykes
Issues identified:
Aboriginal sites (rock Shelters) are
under sustained vandalism which is
ongoing with periodic spikes related to
political events and issues (NSW and
on advice from experts is the area for
most of Australia)
There is general lack of understanding
of culturally appropriate behaviour at
aboriginal sites.
Conservation of many sites in
happening or non-existent and relies
heavily on secrecy which does not
always work. Sites are “specific tourist
areas” are well protected but dramatic
falloff outside these areas.
Conservation,
preservation
and
education are hampered by lack of
staff and large geographic areas the
staff have to cover.
Changes to NSW legislation.
There is a need to engage Aboriginal Australia
but how, where and why?
There is a need for a Code of Behaviour at
aboriginal sites, on lands and at remote
communities.
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Conference Committees
Karstaway 2009
Chair: Margaret James

Trogalong 2013
Bob Kershaw Convener
Firstly I would like again to thank the
organising committee for their efforts in
preparing
for
the
conference.
The
accommodation and site at Galong was
excellent, we did have 87 attendees (+/- a
couple!) at the dinner and numerous part-time
attendees to complement the full-time
attendees.
The volunteer wages to conduct this event I
estimate to be approx. $100 000 over the
course of 2012.This includes all the work by
the committee so if we had to pay for that, the
registration fees would have increased by
approx. $1 535 per person!
The weather did play a great part in altering
the program on 2 days and moving the outdoor
events to the morning and then having the
presentations in the air-conditioned room in the
afternoon – I think this was well received
although the speleosports organisers did not
have sufficient time to prepare their activity.

I completed the summary of the evaluations
and that gave us a favourable opinion and any
comments of use have been passed onto the
Western Australia organising committee. A CD
of the TROGalong electronic information has
been given to SCoWA and the Wools-Cobbs
for their possible convening of the 2017/19
conference in Tasmania.
The only real disappointment was that the
outdoor sponsors did not come to the party
except Kathmandu. And our thanks to those
companies and organisations that did assist
us.
The pre-conference trip at Wee Jasper was
excellent and although very hot we had a great
time. Another pre-conference canyoning trip to
Claustral Canyon for several conference
attendees conducted by Rod Smith was an
excellent but long day! The post-conference
day at Wyanbene cave was excellent and we
put in approx. 15 person hours to clean
aspects of the Helictite chamber before
continuing to the Gunbarrel Aven. Denis
Reports that the caving at Cliefden was well
received, but the weather forced the
cancellation of the Canyoning trips. SUSS ran
post-conference trips at Jenolan for about 7
conference attendees which included a trip into
Mammoth Cave. Thank you to SUSS for
opening up their club trip for post-conference
caving

Exmouth 2015
Chair: Darren Brooks
Conference to be held in the last full week of
June 2015

Documentation
Chair: vacant

Toby Wools-Cobb cleaning in the Helictite
Chamber, Wyanbene Cave, on a postTrogalong conference trip. Photo by David
Wools-Cobb
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ASF Server and Karst Index
Database
Mike Lake
Karst Index Database
There is renewed interest from SUSS in
updating the KID for Jenolan to enter
information for new discoveries and updating
the lengths of known caves. Because of this I
will be spending more time in 2014 looking at
how to improve the usability of the KID and
adding some new features.
From the logs it still appears to be a very
popular site.
ASF Servers
Both servers have been kept up-to-date with
security patches and software over the year.
Backups are done of the membership and
karst index databases. Users of subdomains
generally maintain their own backups.
Subdomains are hosted for the ASF Exec,
BMSC, Helictite, NSWSC and SUSS. CWCG
and OSS have subdomains but are yet to
create websites for themselves.
The ASF decided to use the Joomla Content
Management System for its main website this

year. However, the Joomla CMS has not been
utilised as a CMS, there is just one person
registered to edit the site. At present there is
no one trained and responsible for maintaining
the Joomla CMS.
A Joomla update that I did broke the formatting
of one of the purchasing pages and had to be
reverted.
The Joomla CMS was very insecure asinstalled and needed considerable research to
understand how to increase the security. It will
never be secure - all we can do is put up more
barriers to make it harder for crackers to gain
entry. To that end I have been adding a better
firewall and intrusion detection system. Single
passwords for access for subdomain users
have been disabled and replaced with
public/private keypairs with pass phrases.
I have also been looking at making available
Wikis for the ASF and each club. They would
be useful for clubs to maintain their
documentation or trip leader information and
for the ASF in planning for the UIS 2017.
Clubs could even use a wiki for their actual
main site if they wish. So far I have setup
MoinMoin but may also consider DokuWiki.
This feature will be available in early 2014.

Pierre Coltat exiting Frenchmans Cave, Jenolan
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Contact List
ASF is incorporated in the ACT
PO Box 388 BROADWAY NSW 2007

Corporate Members
Australian Capital Territory
Canberra Speleological Society Inc.
PO Box 156
Curtin ACT 2605

National University Caving Club
c/o ANU Sport and Recreation Association
ANU Building 19,
North Road
Acton, ACT 0200

New South Wales
Blue Mountains Speleological Club
PO Box 551
Hazelbrook, NSW, 2779.

Metropolitan Speleological Society
PO Box 178
Thornleigh NSW 2120

Cavers and Adventurers of the Snowy
Mountains
Contact- Email Alan Beck:al-shiva@hotmail.com

Newcastle and Hunter Valley Speleological
Society Inc.
PO Box 15
Broadmeadow NSW 2292

Central West Caving Group
605 Jaunter Rd
Jaunter NSW 2787

Orange Speleological Society
PO Box 752
Orange NSW 2800

Highland Caving Group
PO Box 54
Georges Hall NSW 2194

Rover Speleological Society of NSW
c/o 22/102 Crimea Road
Marsfield NSW 2122

Hills Speleology Club Ltd.
3 Heights Place
Hornsby Heights NSW 2077

Sydney University Speleological Society
PO Box 3318
Redfern NSW 2016

Illawarra Speleological Society Inc.
PO Box 94
Unanderra NSW 2526

University of Technology Sydney
Speleological Society
c/o The Union, PO Box 123
Broadway NSW 2007

Kempsey Speleological Society
PO Box 31
Kempsey
NSW 2440
Queensland
Chillagoe Caving Club Inc.
PO Box 92
Cairns Qld 4870
South Australia
Cave Exploration Group South Australia Inc.
PO Box 144
Rundle Mall
SA 5000
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Flinders University Speleological Society
Alan Mitchell Sports Centre
Flinders One
Flinders University
GPO Box 2100
Adelaide SA 5001
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Tasmania
Mole Creek Caving Club Inc
PO Box209
Mole Creek TAS 7304

Southern Tasmanian Caverneers Inc.
PO Box 416
Sandy Bay TAS 7006

Northern Caverneers Inc.
PO Box 315
Launceston TAS 7250
Victoria
Victorian Speleological Association Inc.
GPO Box 5425CC
Melbourne Vic 3001
Western Australia
Cavers Leeuwin Inc
P.O. Box 1192
Margaret River WA 6285

Western Australian Speleological Group Inc.
PO Box 67
Nedlands WA 6009

Speleological Research Group of Western
Australia
PO Box 1611
East Victoria Park WA 6981

Cave Exploration Group of Western Australia
PO Box 1821
Wangara DC WA 6947

Provisional Members
Victorian Limestone Caving Team
c/o 39 Esdale St
Blackburn VIC 3130

Associates
Australasian Cave and Karst Management
Association
PO Box 36, Carlton South, Vic 3053

Scouts Australia (ACT Branch)
22 Lance Hill Ave, Dunlop ACT 2615

Karst Geodiversity Unit (NSW, OEH)
Level 2, 203-209 Russell St, Bathurst NSW 2795

UNE Mountaineering Club
C/- Sports, The University of New England,
Armidale, NSW 2351

NSW Cave Rescue Squad
PO Box 122, Bankstown, NSW 2200

Victorian Scout Caving Team
PO Box 2277 Mt Waverley VIC 3149

ASF Special Interest Groups

Cave Conservatory

ASF Cave Diving Group
ASF Judbarra-Gregory Karst Research Group

KarstCare
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